Composted Municipal Waste and Fertilizer Effects on Soils and Sugarcane. by Wan, Xianliang
Louisiana State University
LSU Digital Commons
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses Graduate School
1996
Composted Municipal Waste and Fertilizer Effects
on Soils and Sugarcane.
Xianliang Wan
Louisiana State University and Agricultural & Mechanical College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_disstheses
This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at LSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses by an authorized administrator of LSU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
gradetd@lsu.edu.
Recommended Citation




This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI 
films the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some 
thesis and dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may be 
from any type o f computer printer.
The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the 
copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality 
illustrations and photographs, print bleedthrough, substandard margins, 
and improper alignment can adversely affect reproduction.
In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete 
manuscript and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if 
unauthorized copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate 
the deletion.
Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by 
sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand comer and 
continuing from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps. Each 
original is also photographed in one exposure and is included in reduced 
form at the back of the book.
Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced 
xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6” x 9” black and white 
photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations 
appearing in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly to 
order.
UMI
A Bell & Howell Information Company 
300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor MI 48106-1346 USA 
313/761-4700 800/521-0600

COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AND FERTILIZER EFFECTS 
ON SOILS AND SUGARCANE
A Dissertation
Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of the 
Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy
in
The Department of Agronomy
by
Xianliang Wan 
B.S., Fujian Agricultural College, Fuzhou, China, 1983 
M.S., South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou, China, 1989
May, 1996
UMI Number: 9628322
UMI Microform 9628322 
Copyright 1996, by UMI Company. AI1 rights reserved.
This microform edition is protected against unauthorized 
copying under Title 17, United States Code.
UMI
300 North Zeeb Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to my major advisor, Dr. 
Sam E. Feagley, for his guidance and encouragement throughout my graduate 
program. My sincere appreciation is also given to Dr. Wayne H. Hudnall, my 
co-major professor after Dr. Feagley left LSU, for his advice during writing this 
dissertation. My deep gratitude is extended to the members of my graduate 
committee, Dr. Gary A. Breitenbeck, Dr. P. Mark Walthall, Dr. Robert P. 
Gambrell, and Dr. Michael Stine for their suggestions in improving this work.
I would like to thank Louisiana Education Quality Support Fund and 
Bedminster Bioconversion Corporation for providing funding. Thanks are also 
extended to the Agronomy Department and New Iberia Research Station for 
their support.
Special thanks are given to Dr. W.B. Hallmark and L.P. Brown for their 
field management. I also want to thank research associates, Joanie Haigler, 
Robyn Migues, Lois West, and David Schellinger, for their help in sample 
analyses. Thankfulness is extended to Jamie Burkhalter, Ryan McNabb, and 
all other student workers for their assistance in sample collection and analyses.
I would like to thank Xiaowei Zhang and Michelle Swarzenski for their 
cooperation in the lab and academic and nonacademic discussions we shared. 
To my fellow graduate students and all other people in the Agronomy 
Department, I am thankful for their friendship and sharing good time.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr. Archibald H. 
Chang, who encouraged me to fulfill my goal of obtaining my Ph.D. at LSU.
My sincere gratitude is given to Jiahui Wu for her friendship, 
understanding, and support, which has stimulated this work.
Finally, I give my deepest thanks to my mother, Tianyin Xu, father, 
Zhaochang Wan, sisters and brothers, and all relatives in Shaowu, Fujiang, 
China. Their love has been my inspiration. Their understanding and support 
have m ade this work possible. To them, I dedicate this work.
TABLE OF CONTENTS
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ........................................................................................  ii
ABSTRACT...............................................................................................................  vii
CHAPTER
1. COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE EFFECTS ON SOILS
AND PLANTS: A LITERATURE REVIEW ...................................................1
1.1. Introduction ............................................................................................. 1
1.2. Compost Effects on Soils ....................................................................4
1.2.1. Chemical composition of c o m p o s ts ................................... 4
1.2.2. Effect on soil pH ................................................................. 7
1.2.3. Effect on soil electrical conductivity (EC) ........................ 7
1.2.4. Effect on soil cation exchange capacity (CEC) ..................8
1.2.5. Effect on soil organic matter .................................................8
1.2.6. Effect on soil N, P, and S .....................................................9
1.2.7. Effect on soil K, Ca, and Mg...... ...........................................11
1.2 .8 . Effect on soil micronutrients and non-essential heavy 
m e ta ls ................................................................................. 12
1.3. Effects on Plants ................................................................................. 13
1.3.1. Plant uptake of N, P, and S...................................................13
1.3.2. Plant uptake of K, Ca, Mg, and Na ...................................15
1.3.3. Plant uptake of micronutrients and non-essential
heavy m e ta ls ..........................................................................16
1.4. Leachability of Elements in Compost Amended Soils ............... 20
1.4.1. Heavy metals .......................................................................20
1.4.2. Nutrients .................................................................................23
2. COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AND FERTILIZER EFFECTS
ON SOIL CHEMICAL PROPERTIES ........................................................25
2.1. Introduction ...........................................................................................25
2.2. Materials and Methods .......................................................................27
2.2.1. Soil, compost, field experiment, and
sample collection ............................................................... 27
2.2 .2. Chemical analysis ............................................................... 33
2.2.3. Statistical analysis ............................................................... 38
2.3. Results and Discussion .................................................................... 38
2.3.1. Baldwin soil I ..................................................................  38
2.3.1.1. pH and ECEC .......................................................... 38
2.3.1.2. Organic C, N, P, and S ........................................... 40
2.3.1.3. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg ........................................... 44
2.3.1.4. Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals 47
2.3.2. Baldwin soil II .................................................................  52
2.3.2.1. pH and ECEC ..........................................................52
2.3.2.2. Organic C, N, P, and S ........................................... 52
2.3.2.3. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg ....................  63
2.3.2.4. Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals 68
2.3.2.5. Comparison between the field experiments on
the Baldwin soil I and the Baldwin soil II . . . .  . 72
2.3.3. Memphis soil ....................................................................  73
2.3.3.1. pH and E C E C ............................................................ 73
2.3.3.2. Organic C, N, P, and S ........................................... 73
2.3.3.3. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg ........................................... 79
2.3.3.4. Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals 84
2.3.3.5. Comparison between the field experiments on
the Baldwin soil II and the Memphis s o i l ............ 88
2.4. Summary and Conclusions ..............................................................90
2.4.1. Baldwin soil I ......................................................................... 90
2.4.2. Baldwin soil II .......................................................................91
2.4.3. Memphis soil ....................................................................  92
3. EFFECT OF COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AND FERTILIZER
ON SUGARCANE ELEMENTAL UPTAKE AND YIELD ..................... 94
3.1. Introduction ..........................................................................................94
3.2. Materials and Methods ..................................................................... 96
3.2.1. Soil, compost, field experiment, and
sample collection....................................................................96
3.2.2. Chemical analysis....................................................................97
3.2.3. Statistical analysis....... ............................................................97
3.3. Results and Discussion .................................................................... 97
3.3.1. Baldwin soil I ......................................................................... 97
3.3.1.1. Plant tissue ............................................................... 97
3.3.1.2. Sugar juice ..........................................................  104
3.3.1.3. Yield ..........................................................................108
3.3.2. Baldwin soil II .................................................................. 112
3.3.2.1. Plant tissue ...............  112
3.3.2.2. Sugar juice ..........................................................  119
3.3.2.3. Yield ......................................................................  124
3.3.2.4. Correlations between soil and plant
for selected parameters .....................................  128
3.3.2.5. Comparison between the field experiments on
the Baldwin soil I and the Baldwin soil II . . .  . 132
3.3.3. Memphis soil ....................................................................  132
3.3.3.1. Plant tissue ..........................................................  132
3.3.3.2. Sugar juice ..........................................................  139
v
3.3.3.3. Yield ......................................................................  146
3.3.3.4. Correlations between soil and plant
for selected parameters ...................................  146
5.3.3.5. Comparison between the field experiments on
the Baldwin soil II and the Memphis soil . . . .  150
3.4. Summary and Conclusions ........................................................  150
3.4.1. Baldwin soil I .................................................................... 150
3.4.2. Baldwin soil II .................................................................  152
3.4.3. Memphis soil .................................................................... 154
4. LEACHABILITY OF ELEMENTS AND ACCUMULATION 
OF HEAVY METALS IN COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL
WASTE AMENDED SOILS .................................................................... 156
4.1. Introduction .....................................................................................  156
4.2. Materials and Methods .................................................................  158
4.2.1. Soil, compost, and experimental design ...............  158
4.2.2. Soil columns .................................................................... 159
4.2.3. Chemical analysis .......................................................... 160
4.2.4. Statistical analysis .......................................................... 161
4.3. Results and Discussion ............................................................... 164
4.3.1. Leaching of N 03-N, S 0 4-S and Cl' ................................. 164
4.3.2. Leaching of P, K, Na, Ca, and M g ..............................  171
4.3.3. Leaching of heavy metals .................................................179
4.3.4. Accumulation of heavy m e ta ls ...................................... 183
4.4. Summary and Conclusions .......................................................... 191
5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ......................................................... 193





Application of composted municipal waste to agricultural lands has 
potential benefits to improve soil fertility and crop yield. It may lead to 
accumulation of heavy metals within soils and leaching of nutrients and heavy 
metals into the ground water. The objectives of this study were to investigate: 
1) the effects of com posted municipal waste and fertilizer on soil chemical 
properties and sugarcane elemental uptake and yield; and 2) the leachability 
of elements in com post amended soils.
Results of three field experiments from a  Baldwin silty clay loam and a 
Memphis silt loam showed that compost application at ^33.6 Mg/ha increased 
soil nutrients, organic matter, and pH. Compost application also increased the 
Cu, Zn, Cd, and Pb for the Baldwin soil and Cu for the Memphis soil. The 
increased metal concentrations were much lower than toxic levels.
Plant tissue and sugar juice data demonstrated that com post was 
beneficial for sugarcane growth and there was no heavy metal accumulation. 
Yield da ta  indicate that com post application at >134.4 Mg/ha can produce 
plant cane and sugar yields equivalent to those obtained by applying inorganic 
fertilizer (179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg HCp, and 27 kg S per hectare) on a 
Baldwin soil.
The correlation analysis between extracted trace metals in soils and plant 
tissue digests showed that the increased heavy metals did not reflect the 
am ounts taken up by sugarcane. This indicates that the DTPA method of soil
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metal extraction is a  questionable index for the bioavailability of trace metals in 
com post amended soils.
Leaching experiments using soil columns showed that nutrient and 
heavy metal concentrations in leachate increased with increasing com post rate, 
but decreased with time. Concentrations of N 03-N, S 0 4-S, and Cl' were higher 
than the primary or secondary drinking water standards during the first 2 wk. 
But, heavy metal concentrations were lower than the primary or secondary 
drinking water standards throughout the leaching period except for Mn. These 
results suggest that there is a  potential contamination of groundwater with the 
nutrients following com post application, but contamination of groundwater with 
heavy metals should be negligible.
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CHAPTER 1
COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE EFFECTS ON SOILS 
AND PLANTS: A LITERATURE REVIEW
1.1. Introduction
Sewage sludge, solid waste, and their com posts have been used as  a  
source of nutrients to increase soil fertility and crop production throughout the 
history of farming. These materials were a  primary source of added N and 
other nutrients prior to the development of chemically produced fertilizers and 
distribution systems. Since inorganic fertilizers are easily handled and 
distributed and can supply plant nutrients, the application of organic residues 
to agricultural lands has been greatly reduced. However, the consequent 
buildup of waste materials has led to a  growing concern for the safe and 
economical disposal of waste materials in the US and the world.
Because of the lack of suitable landfill sites, increasing costs for 
landfilling, and concerns for the environment, many landfills have been closed 
or are in the process of closing. For example, traditional landfill facilities 
declined 20% from 1988 through 1990 (Glenn and Riggle, 1991). Municipalities 
have sought alternative m ethods of disposal for their sew age sludge and solid 
wastes. One viable alternative to "disposal" is to apply com posted waste to 
agricultural lands.
Application of com posted municipal wastes to agricultural lands offers 
several agricultural and environmental advantages over landfilling. Composted 
municipal wastes provide a  number of plant nutrients (Stadelmain, 1984; Hue,
1988). Sugarcane, one of the principal crops in Louisiana, has a  high 
requirement for N and other nutrients contained in municipal wastes. The use 
of com posted municipal wastes also improves soil structure and increases 
organic matter. Many soils in south Louisiana are poorly drained and are 
frequently too wet to support equipment. Increasing the organic matter content 
of these soils is likely to improve drainage and aeration and reduce the need 
for heavy application of chemical N that is subject to loss by denitrification and 
runoff. Potentially, com post application will lower operational costs and 
decrease air, surface, and ground water pollution (Airan and Bell, 1980).
There is a  legitimate concern that the use of municipal wastes in the 
production of crops consumed directly by the public may contain unacceptable 
levels of heavy metals. High heavy metal concentrations may impair crop 
growth and excessive accumulation of heavy metals in soils and other media 
may eventually contaminate both human and other animal food chains 
(Chaney, 1973; Page, 1974; Leeper, 1978; Barbera, 1987). Thus, careful 
monitoring of the chemical composition of composts, plants and soils is 
essential to ensure public safety. Monitoring nutrient uptake can also aid in the 
development of management strategies that avoid nutrient limitations or 
excesses during the growing season.
There is a  potential of heavy metal leaching from wastes that may 
contaminate ground water. Sposito et al. (1982) indicated that the water- 
soluble fraction of sew age sludge is similar to the fulvic acid fraction in mature
soil organic matter, which is especially reactive with trace metal cations. 
Therefore, the water-soluble organic matter fraction enhances trace metal 
solubility and results in an increase of trace metal concentration in the soil 
solution. In addition to heavy metals, the leaching of plant nutrients and other 
anions, which occurs immediately after com post application, may also 
contaminate ground water. Among plant nutrients, N is the most likely 
pollutant. The N in municipal sewage sludge is usually in organic and 
ammonium forms, with very little as nitrate. After sludge is applied to soils, 
soluble NO3-N is released following mineralization and nitrification and may be 
leached (Sidle and Kardos, 1979). Therefore, it is very important to evaluate 
heavy metals and N 03-N as  potential ground water contaminants.
The objectives of this study were: 1) to determine the effects of com post 
and fertilizer on soil chemical properties; 2) to determine the effects of com post 
and fertilizer on sugarcane elemental uptake and yield; and 3) to a sse ss  the 
potential ground water contamination due to the leaching of heavy metals and 
plant nutrients from com post amended soils.
1.2. Compost Effects on Soils
1.2.1. Chemical composition of composts
Composts are produced through a  process resulting from controlled 
biological decomposition of organic wastes into partially humified materials 
(Tan, 1994). Chemical composition of com posts varies widely with geographic 
region, seasonal variation in raw input, and facilities with differences in
pretreatment and processing control. Chemical properties of municipal solid 
waste com posts have been reviewed by He et al. (1992). Data for chemical 
analysis of selected com post from the US and representative European 
countries are given by Bengston and Conette (1973), Terman and Mays (1973), 
De Haan (1981), Gonzalez-Vila et al. (1982), and Petruzzelli et al. (1985). The 
average organic carbon (OC) content is about 30% in the US (Bengston and 
Cornette 1973; Terman and Mays, 1973). The average organic matter (OM) 
content of com posts ranges from 50% to 60% when a  factor of 1.7 to 2.0 is 
used to convert OC to OM (Nelson and Sommers, 1982). Concentrations of 
N (1.3%) and P (0.26%) in municipal solid waste com posts are considerably 
higher than those in most agricultural soils (Terman and Mays, 1973). Only 10 
to 15% of the total N in com post is available in the first year and no residual 
effect remains in the second year (De Haan, 1981). Up to 15% of the P is 
available in both the first and second years (De Haan, 1981). The K content 
of com post is 0.97% (Terman and Mays, 1973) and may all be available (De 
Haan, 1981).
Organic matter composition in com posts consists of both humic and 
nonhumic fractions. Nonhumic fractions are defined as any organic 
com pounds belonging to known biochemistry classes, such as amino acids, 
carbohydrates, and low molecular weight organic acids (Stevenson, 1982). 
Gonzalez-Vila et al. (1982) used methylene chloride to extract the nonhumic 
fraction from composted municipal solid waste and reported that the nonhumic
com pounds comprise about 0.3% of the total com post mass. Studies on the 
amount of nonhumic fractions determined using different extraction methods 
have been reported by Harada et al. (1981), Gonzalez-Vila et al. (1982), and 
Garcia et al. (1989).
The humic components include humic acid, fulvic acid, and humin 
fractions. Humic substances have been extracted from com posts and studied 
using the techniques commonly employed for investigation of humic 
substances typically found in soils and sediments. These techniques include 
alkaline extraction and separation into humic acid, fulvic acid, and humin 
fractions based on solubility in group analyses and spectroscopic analyses. 
The distribution of com post organic C in humic components has been 
determined by Suganhara and Inoko (1981), Roletto et al. (1985), Saviozzi et 
al. (1988), and Inbar et al. (1990).
Heavy metal contents of com posts vary widely depending on both the 
source and composting processe. Walker and O’Donnell (1991) investigated 
five composting facilities in the USA and reported that in municipal solid waste 
com posts the average contents of metals were 582.8 mg/kg Zn, 235.5 mg/kg 
Pb, 212.5 mg/kg Cu, 72.4 mg/kg Cr, 36.2 mg/ kg Ni, 3.5 mg/kg Cd, and 2.4 
mg/kg Hg.
Heavy metals can exist in a  variety of forms in com posts and soils. 
Heavy metals in different forms have different mobilities and bioavailabilities 
and, consequently, have different potential for environmental contamination
6(Lake et al., 1984; Petruzzelli, 1989). Trace metal fractionation has been 
determined using a  single extraction with one reagent or sequential extraction 
with different reagents. The extracts commonly used for a  single form of trace 
metals include H20  ( water soluble), KN03 (exchangeable), Na4P20 7 (organic 
matter bound), ethylendiaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) (carbonate precipitates), 
and HN03 (residual forms) (Lake et al., 1984). Lake et al. (1984) and Petruzzelli 
(1989) have reviewed trace metal speciation methods and techniques.
Water-extractable heavy metals are the most active form and considered 
highly available for plant uptake. Water-extractable heavy metals also have the 
highest potential for the contamination of surface and ground water and food 
chain. Leita and De Nobili (1991) found that water-extractable Zn was 1.3%, Cu 
was 2.0%, and Pb was <0.2% of total metal content in municipal solid waste 
com posts at the end of 160 days of composting. Water-extractable Cd was 
below detectable level at the end of 160 days composting. Petruzzelli (1989) 
reported that water-soluble heavy metals were very low (<0.01 mg/kg for Cd, 
Ni, and Pb)
Garcia et al. (1990) used an extraction method with CaCI2 and 
diethylenetriaminepentaacetic acid (DTPA) to examine heavy metal extractability 
in municipal solid waste composts. Their results showed that CaCI2-extractable 
Fe, Cu, Mn, Zn, Ni, and Pb were 2.7, 0.5, 0.7, 0.3, 0, and 3.5% of the total 
metal content after 90 days of composting, respectively. The DTPA-extractable 
Fe, Mn, Ni, Pb, Cu, and Zn were 1.1, 9.8, 3.8, 21.1, 18.0, and 35.2%,
respectively. More trace metals were extracted by DTPA than by CaCI2 except 
Fe. This indicates that a  greater portion of most trace metals were bound by 
organic com pounds rather than held on exchange sites.
1.2.2. Effect on soil pH
Municipal com posts have a  neutral or slightly alkaline pH and a  high 
buffering capacity. These properties are extremely useful when the compost 
is applied to acid soils where the com post acts as  a  pH corrector. This 
remediates possible Al or Mn toxicity when the pH is below 5 (Thompson and 
Troeh, 1978). Scanlon et al. (1973) indicated that the addition of com post to 
a strip mine increased soil pH values from 2.8 to 5.8. The increase of soil pH 
has also been shown in less acid soils after com post application (Hortenstine 
and Rothwell, 1972; Duggan and Wiles, 1976), but no changes have been 
observed in neutral or calcareous soils after com post application (Gupta et al., 
1975; King et al., 1977).
1.2.3. Effect on soil electrical conductivity (EC)
Incorporation of com post into soil increased the soil EC because of the 
high soluble salts (2.25%) in the com posts (Hortenstine and Rothweli, 1973). 
Guidi et al. (1982) showed that when sewage sludge and com posts were 
applied on a  sandy loam soil, the EC increased in all plots. But, winter rainfall 
lowered the contents of soluble salts in all plots to a  level close to that of the 
control. Epstein et al. (1976) demonstrated that sodium adsorption ratios (SAR) 
were very low (0.05 to 0.7) as a  result of the high Ca and low Na, although the
EC increased as  the rates of sludge or com post increased. The added salts 
can detrimentally affect germination and growth of salinity sensitive crops. 
Low, medium, and high salt tolerance crops can tolerate EC values of 2 to 4, 
4 to 10, and 10 to 18 mmhos/cm, respectively (Bernstein, 1964). Chanyasak 
et al. (1982) assum ed that the relatively high EC after garbage com post 
treatment might be one of the main causes of the inhibitory effect on turnip 
growth.
1.2.4. Effect on soil cation exchange capacity (CEC)
Application of sludge or com posts to soils increases soil CEC. 
Hortenstine and Rothwell (1968) performed a  pot experiment using a  Leon fine 
sand soil with an exchange capacity of 3.67 cmol/kg and found that the 
addition of large quantities of com post (128 or 512 Mg/ha) increased the CEC 
to 4.81 or 7.14 cmol/kg, while lower rates (8 or 32 Mg/ha) had no significant 
effect. Epstein et al. (1976) reported results of a  field study on a  silt loam that 
soil CEC increased as much as  threefold from 5.5 to 15.4 cmol/kg as  a  result 
of the addition of sludge (240 Mg/ha/yr).
1.2.5. Effect on soil organic matter
The most significant change after application of sew age sludge or 
com posts is the increase of soil organic matter. Hoffmann (1983) conducted 
long-term field experiments on acid and alkaline soils. The results from acid 
soils showed that soil organic matter increased as  the rates of municipal 
com post increased. Tester (1990) and Giusquiani et al. (1995) also reported
that the total OC and humified C significantly increased in soils after adding 
urban waste com post in long-term field experiments. They also noted that the 
rise in soil OC is not proportional to the amount of com post added OC. This 
supports the observations by Bohn et al. (1985) and Hue et al. (1988) who 
reported that the decomposition rate of organic materials in soils was 
proportional to the amount added - the more added, the more rapidly it 
disappears.
On the other hand, the application of organic matter to soils by adding 
com posts can also present negative effects. Composts can increase polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons, even though the plant concentrations of these 
detrimental com pounds remain unaffected (Ellwardt, 1977). Chanyasak et al. 
(1983a,b) found that the application of immature garbage-compost inhibited the 
growth of turnips primarily due to the presence of short-chain fatty acids, 
especially propionic acid and n-butyric acid. Gonzalez-Vila et al. (1982) 
reported that several Spanish refuse com posts contained free organic 
chemicals: alkanes, fatty acids and phthalate esters. However, they indicated 
that these chemicals can not be considered toxic if com post application is 
m ade at a  rate of <30 Mg/ha.
1.2.6. Effect on soil N, P, and S
The addition of com posts increased total N in soils. Epstein et al. 
(1976) conducted an experiment with five application rates of sewage sludge 
and sludge com post (0, 40, 80, 120, and 240 Mg/ha). They found that total N
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was significantly higher for the 120 and 240 Mg/ha sludge treatments than for 
the other rates.
The availability of N in com posts is closely related to the C/N ratio of the 
composts. The addition of com post with a  C/N ratio above 30 produces a  
biological blockage of available N due to the accelerated growth of microflora 
that use N for their own development (Fuller and Bosma, 1965; Duggan, 1973). 
Sims (1990) studied the N mineralization of three soils amended with four types 
of com posts with C/N >30 at the rate of 22 Mg/ha (total N added = 250 - 398 
kg N/ha) over a  period of 20 weeks. He reported that immobilization of N 
decreased available soil N from -7 to -39 mg/kg. However, com posts with a 
C/N ratio lower than 20 cause a  smaller increase in the microflora than those 
with a  C/N ratio above 30 (Abd-EI-Malek et al., 1968). This implies that soil N 
is not biologically immobilized.
The biological activity and the C/N ratio tend to reach an equilibrium with 
time. This allows the normal mineralization processes to regulate the 
availability of assimilable nitrogen in soils. Ahrens and Farkasdi (1969) 
indicated that mature com post with a  low C/N ratio brings about higher 
concentrations of N 03-N in soils, but lower amounts of total N, than poorly 
developed compost. But, Rothwell and Hortenstine (1969) observed that the 
nitrification in a  sandy soil decreased gradually as  the rates of com post 
increased.
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The residual effects of compost fertilization on soil N have been studied 
by Kropisz and Russel (1978). They performed a  3 year experiment with lettuce 
and spinach and showed that the soil N03-N increased for com post treated 
pots compared to both controls and pots exclusively treated with mineral 
fertilizers. The NH4-N contents in the soils were enhanced with respect to the 
controls, but appeared to be similar to those observed for the mineral fertilizer 
application.
Epstein et al. (1976) reported that Bray-extractable P increased with 
increasing rates of both sludge and compost. The P levels tended to remain 
high throughout the 2-year study. Similar results have been also obtained by 
Bengtson and Cornette (1973) and Mccoy et al. (1986). Chang et al. (1983) 
suggested that forms of P in the sludge did not change when the sludge was 
applied.
Very little information has been found with respect to the effect of 
com post addition on soil S. De Haan (1981) reported that com post application 
increased soil S.
1.2.7. Effect on soil K, Ca, and Mg
Hortenstine and Rothwell (1973) applied pelletized municipal refuse 
com post to a  sand soil. They reported that the soil K, Ca, and Mg increased 
as  the com post rates increased. According to Sims (1990), the application of 
com posted sew age sludge also increased Mehlich-1 extractable K, Ca, and Mg 
in soils.
12
1.2.8. Effect on soil micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals
A number of studies have shown that com post application increased soil 
trace metals (Purves and McKenzie, 1973, 1974; Giordano et al., 1975; Hue et 
al., 1988). Giusquiani etal. (1995) conducted a  long-term field experiment with 
the application of urban waste compost. They reported that the concentrations 
of all heavy metals assayed increased linearly as the compost rates increased. 
The mean increase for each ton of compost added was 0.38 mg/kg for Pb, 0.21 
mg/kg for Zn, 0.16 mg/kg for Cu, and 0.04 mg/kg for Ni. The proper increase 
of som e essential plant trace metals can correct the element deficiency. But 
at high rates or added repeatedly, compost creates undesirable effects. These 
include increases in the amount of certain essential micronutrients to toxic 
levels or increases in the uptake of toxic heavy metals (Purves and McKenzie, 
1974).
Studies have shown that maximum contamination takes place in the top 
layers of soils. Williams et al. (1980) added sew age sludge annually to a  
Dublin loam soil in a  3-year experiment and found that increased metal 
availability and metal movement in the soil were predominantly limited to a  
depth of 30 cm. Andersson and Nilsson (1972) observed that, after 12 years 
of adding 84 Mg/ha of sludge to the soil, practically all the Mn, Zn, Cu, Ni, Co, 
Cr, Pb, Cd, Hg, As, and Se remained in the surface 20 cm of soil. Among the 
heavy metals, Cd has greater potential mobility than others, regardless of the 
forms of Cd (Bell et al., 1991). Page and Chang (1975) reviewed the literature
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of trace element movement and concluded that, except for B, the movement 
of trace metals in soils amended with sludge is restricted to the depth of tillage.
The potential hazards associated with the heavy metal contamination of 
soils tend to increase with time. Although metals are tightly bound in surface 
layers, Leeper (1972) and Chaney (1973) stated that, without further addition 
of organic materials, a  gradual decomposition and loss of organic matter will 
take place in soils. This loss will result in high concentrations of metals that 
may reach toxic levels. The increase of heavy metals with time may be also 
caused by a  decrease in soil pH. However, Leeper (1972) demonstrated that 
heavy metals may change from a  readily available form to unavailable or 
immobile forms over time. Korcak et al. (1979) reported that DTPA extractable 
Zn, Cd, and Cu decreased with time. Because time allows metal ions to diffuse 
to the strongest sorptive sites (Bohn et al., 1985).
In addition to soil chemical properties, the application of sludge and 
com posts affects soil physical and biological properties. Review of these 
effects have been given by Gallardp-Lara and Nogales (1987) and Guidi and 
Petruzzelli (1989).
1.3. Effects on Plants
1.3.1. Plant uptake of N, P, and S
As previously described, the addition of compost with a  C/N ratio above 
30 to soil resulted in the immobilization of soil N, which may cause a  N 
deficiency in plants. Sims (1990) studied wheat plants grown in the
greenhouse for 8 wk with four types of com posted sew age sludge (including 
municipal refuse). Application rates were 0, 11, 22, and 44 Mg/ha. He 
reported that wheat dry weights and plant N concentration were significantly 
decreased by the application of three types of the com posts at a  rate of 44 
Mg/ha. This effect has also been demonstrated in several other crops, such 
as  corn (Terman and Mays, 1973), tobacco (Duggan, 1973), radish, oats, 
sorghum, and turnip (Hortenstine and Rothwell, 1968 and 1973). These 
deficiencies may be corrected by the addition of mineral fertilizers (Dickens et 
al., 1971).
Massive additions of com posts to soils appear to significantly increase 
the amount of N absorbed by crops (Hortenstine and Rothwell, 1969 and 
1973). Kropisz and Russel (1978) indicated that the combined application of 
fertilizer NPK and municipal garbage compost slightly increased the N content 
of several types of crops compared to the application of mineral fertilizer alone. 
Terman and Mays (1973) concluded that municipal solid waste com post 
efficiency to supply N is 16% that of NH4N03.
Plant uptake of P studies showed that the addition of various kinds of 
com post to soils did not significantly change the concentration of plant P 
(Bengtson and Cornette, 1973, King et al., 1977). However, Sims (1990) 
reported that wheat plant P concentrations significantly increased from 0.10% 
to 0.17% when 44 Mg/ha composted sewage sludge was added.
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Few experiments have been conducted to study the effect of compost 
application on S uptake by plants. Gallardo-Lara et al. (1979) observed no 
significant differences in the S content for two crops of ryegrass as  com post 
rates increased. Later on, however, S content increased significantly as 
com post rates increased. In contrast to this, a  study to establish tall fescue on 
a  strip-mined spoil area showed that garbage com post decreased forage 
concentration of S (Mathias et al., 1979).
1.3.2. Plant uptake K, Ca, Mg, and Na
Generally, K in com post is an easily-assimilated form. Thus, the use of 
com post leads to a  significant plant K increase (Bengtson and Cornette, 1973; 
Duggan and Wiles, 1976; King et al., 1977). Hortenstine and Rothwell (1969) 
found that the addition of com post to soil at 512 Mg/ha resulted in the uptake 
of 50 times more K by millet compared to the control. Hortenstine and 
Rothwell (1973) deduced that sorghum crops recovered 74 to 98% of the K 
present in the compost. Terman and Mays (1973) estimated that the efficiency 
of com post K is 64% that of Kj,S0 4. But, Sims (1990) reported that application 
of com posted sew age sludge had no effect on the concentration of plant K.
Sims (1990) reported no significant change for plant Ca and Mg. 
Hortenstine and Rothwell (1972) also found no differences in the first crop of 
sorghum. In subsequent crops of oats, the plant content of these elements 
increased for plots treated with compost. Nevertheless, decreased Ca and Mg
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results have been observed and attributed to an antagonistic action promoted 
by an elevated K concentration (King et al., 1974).
Terman and Mays (1973) and King et al. (1974) observed that the 
addition of com post tends to decrease the concentration of Na, although not 
significantly. Similarly, Sanderson (1971) found that the Na content in 
chrysanthemum plants tends to decrease when com post is applied.
1.3.3. Plant uptake of m icronutrients and non-essential heavy m etals 
The addition of com post to soils enhances plant absorption of Zn. 
Studies have described the increase of Zn in different plant species (Purves, 
1973; Duggan and Wiles, 1976; Wong et al., 1983). However, Sims (1990) 
showed that the application of com post decreased the Zn concentration in 
wheat plants. According to Mays et al. (1973) and Terman et al. (1973), the 
absence of Zn toxicity is due to the immobilization of part of the soil Zn as a 
consequence of the rise of soil pH after compost application. Parsa and 
Lindsay (1972) indicated that these organic materials may be used as  sources 
of moderate doses of Zn, although it has been shown that the efficiency of the 
organic materials is lower than that obtained with an inorganic source such as 
ZnS04 (Mortvedt and Giordano, 1975).
The increases of Cu in plants due to municipal waste com post addition 
have been describe by Purves and McKenzie (1973). The increased Cu was 
also reported in a  field test following municipal refuse and liquid sw eage sludge 
application (King et al., 1977). Although, in this case, the increase of Cu
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concentration was detected in corn plants but not in other cereals. 
Additionarly, Sims and Kline (1991) showed that Cu concentrations in wheat 
and soybean tissues consistently increased following com posted sewage 
sludge application. But, in all these studies, no Cu phytotoxicity was observed 
as  a  consequence of compost application.
The addition of com post to soils did not significantly increase the Fe 
concentration in plant tissue (King et al., 1977). However, it was reported by 
Hofner et al. (1978) that the application of sludge led to a slight reduction in Fe.
Researches have indicated that the addition of com post decreased Mn 
in plants (Hoffner et al., 1978; Wong et al., 1983). These results agree with 
Sims (1990) who observed a  decrease of up to 70 mg/kg in wheat plant Mn 
after com post application. Sims and Kline (1991) also reported Mn 
concentrations in soybean tissue decreased from 171 to 119 mg/kg following 
com post application. These decreases were caused mainly by the increased 
soil pH associated with com post application. Numerous studies have shown 
that soil Mn is converted to less available forms at higher soil pH values 
(Shuman and Anderson, 1978; Tierney and Martens, 1982; Sims, 1986).
Many researchers have reported that compost may increase plant 
absorption of B to a  excessive level, creating symptoms of intense phytotoxicity 
(Purves, 1973; Gogue and Sanderson, 1975; Lumis and Jognson, 1982). 
Symptomatology has been recorded in different crops and its most important 
characteristics are chlorosis of the periphery of the leaf limb, falling of leaves
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and defective growth. But, Gupta et al. (1973) observed that when high rates 
of N were added to soil, B toxicity associated with com post application 
decreased, which could not be explained in lieu of the available information. 
Purves and Mckenzie (1974) indicated that an intense washing of com post 
before use eliminates most of the soluble B and reduces considerably the toxic 
effects of this element.
The application of large quantities of compost may contaminate soils 
with toxic elements. Nevertheless, only som e of these elements were absorbed 
by the plant in great quantities. According to Sims and Kline (1991), 
amendments of composted sewage sludge increased Ni, but not Cd, Cr, and 
Pb in vegetative tissues of wheat and soybean. Mortvedt and Giordano (1975) 
showed a  increase of Cr in maize. King et al. (1974 and 1977) reported an 
increase of absorbed Cd, but not Cu, Ni, or Pb in corn. The hazard of Cd has 
been emphasized by Keller and Brunner (1983). They reported that in only 14 
years, compost will enrich Swiss soils with Cd to affect the production of food 
for human consumption.
On the other hand, Liebhardt and Koske (1974) indicated that the use 
of compost decreased the concentration of Pb in ryegrass. Sims (1991) 
observed a  significant decrease in soybean grain Ni. He contributed this to the 
increased pH resulting from the application of compost. King and Hajjar (1990) 
also reported that concentrations of Cd, Ni, and Zn in tobacco and peanut tops 
decreased as soil pH increased. Chu and Wong (1984) showed that the aerial
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tissue of three different food crops contained similar, or significantly lower 
concentrations of Cd when grown on com post am ended soil rather than 
fertilizer treated soil.
According to Andersson (1977), som e heavy metals added to soils in the 
form of soluble salts are more available to the plant than when administered as 
municipal residues in which these metals are retained by organic material. For 
this reason, the possibilities of contamination from com post are small unless 
extreme circumstances such as  application of very high rates of com post or to 
soils that are very acidic. Gray and Biddlestone (1980), in their trace metal 
analyses of com posts and soils, showed that som e municipal com posts contain 
high levels of Pb, Zn, and Cu and they may greatly increase the total and 
extractable levels in soils. However, the availability of these metals to crops is 
low.
Chemical fractions of heavy metals in soils have been correlated with 
metal concentrations in plants to determine the bioavailability of heavy metals 
(Shuman, 1986; Sims, 1986). King and Hajjar (1990) used DTPA and Mehlich-3 
to extract heavy metals in soils and correlated metals in the soils with metal 
concentrations in tobacco leaves and peanut tops. They found that DTPA was 
better than Mechlich-3 for predicting concentrations of metals in plant tissue. 
Sims and Kline (1991) used a  sequential extraction method (H20 , KN03, NaOH, 
Na2-EDTA, and HN03) to determine the soil fractions and plant availability of 
heavy metals. They reported significant correlations for Ni, Cu, and Zn
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between soil metal fractions, pH and metal concentrations in wheat and 
soybean using multiple regression models.
1.4. Leachability of Elements in Compost Amended Soil
1.4.1. Heavy metals
Leachability studies of heavy metals have been conducted by testing 
soils or leachate from fields (Sawhney, 1994). Potential leachability of heavy 
metals from wastes has generally been evaluated by extraction with 0.1 M 
acetic acid, and EP (extraction procedure) toxicity test (Federal Register, 1990). 
Lisk et al. (1989) used distilled water for assessing heavy metal leachability 
from incinerator wastes. Lamy et al. (1993) reported that the groundwater of 
a  plot with highest discharge of sludge soluble organic matter exhibited about 
twice the Cd levels above those of the control plot during the first few weeks 
following sludge application. Fruchter et al. (1990) analyzed pore fluids and 
leachates from a  large fly ash field lysimeter where only 0.3 pore volumes of 
water leached during the 3-year study. The concentrations of heavy metals in 
the pore water ranged from 0.04 to 3.2, <0.004 to 0.14, <0.01 to 0.5 mg/L for 
year one to three, respectively. Leachability of heavy metals from wastes has 
also been assessed  by analyzing soils and subsoils under waste disposal sites 
(Kotuby-Amacher and Gambrell, 1988), soils receiving urban com post (Cabrera 
et al., 1989), and sewage sludge (Chang et al., 1984). Very low levels of a  few 
heavy metals were detected in the subsoil in these cases.
Only a  few experiments on the direct leaching of heavy metals from 
municipal wastes have been conducted. Emmerich et al. (1982) mixed sewage 
sludge into the top 15 cm of soil columns, which were then leached with water 
for 25 mo. They found that essentially all the metals remained in the waste-soil 
layer. Giusquiani et al. (1992) added urban waste com post at a  rate of 90 
Mg/ha rate on the surface of 50 cm soil columns. They irrigated these columns 
with 0.01 M CaCI2 at 14 d intervals. They reported that the com post application 
significantly enhanced the levels of Cu, Zn, Ni, and Cr in the leachate. The 
increases were greater from sandy loam than from clay loam soils and were 
attributed to soluble metal ions in the compost. Dyer and Razvi (1987) and 
Bugbee et al. (1991) observed that leachates from plant growth media mixed 
with sewage sludge contained extremely small concentrations of heavy metals. 
Sawhney et al. (1992) irrigated laboratory columns containing sew age sludge 
com post and plant growth media containing varying proportions of the 
com post with water. They observed initial leaching of heavy metals at relatively 
high levels followed by extremely low concentrations. Sawhney et al. (1994) 
also investigated the leachability of heavy metals in source-separated municipal 
solid waste com post by irrigation of plant growth media. They analyzed the 
leachates at 14 d intervals. Their data showed that leaching of the metals 
occurred at relatively high concentrations initially, but obtained low 
concentrations with continued leaching. In all cases, the concentrations of the 
metals (Zn, Cu, Cd, Cr, Ni, and Pb) in the leachates remained below drinking
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water standards. The initial leaching of heavy metals is attributed to their 
soluble form and the subsequent slow leaching is due to the release of heavy 
metals from exchange sites.
1.4.2. Nutrients
Studies have shown that leaching of nutrients and other anions from 
sewage sludge or com post amended soils may contaminate ground water. 
Nitrate is the most probable pollutant. Sidle and Kardos (1979) added 
anaerobically digested liquid sludge to a  mixed hardwood forest and indicated 
that N 03-N concentrations of the percolate sample at 15 cm contained a  
maximum of 290 and 194 mg/L for the application rates of 26.96 and 13.48 
Mg/ha, respectively. Dyer and Razvi (1987) conducted a  leaching experiment 
with plant growth columns containing varying proportions of compost. They 
found the N 03-N concentrations in the leachate for 25% of the com post 
treatments were significantly higher than drinking water standards (10 mg/L) for 
the first 75 cm of water applied. Bockheim et al. (1988) applied a  2.5:1 
primary/secondary paper industry sludge to a  row-thinned, 27-old red pine 
stand and reported that N 03-N concentrations exceeded 10 mg/L for all 
treatments at the 10-, 45- and 75-cm depths.
Only a  few studies have shown the leaching of other nutrients and ions. 
De Haan (1986) reported that the application of liquid sew age sludge at 22.5 
Mg/ha to a  sandy soil did not significantly increase the amount of P in the 
drainage water. However, the addition of air-dried sewage sludge in a  9:1
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soil/sludge volume ratio to a  sandy and clayey soil increased the mean P 
concentration of the drainage water from 0.42 to 0.74 mg P2OJL for the sandy 
soil and from 0.58 to 3.07 mg PzOJL for the clay soil
Regarding S leaching, the increase or decrease of S in the leachate from 
treated columns compared with control columns depended on the C/S ratio. 
The S 0 42- was released from the organic materials with C/S ratio < 200 and 
was immobilized from organic materials with C/S ratio >400 (Barrow, 1960). 
Tabatabai and Chae (1991) investigated the rates of S mineralization and 
immobilization in soils treated with various organic materials by leaching soil 
columns; They found that the rate of S 0 42- released was rapid initially, then 
followed by a slow linear release.
The factors affecting nutrient leaching include soil properties, type of the 
plant cover, and time of leachate collection. Sidle and Kardos (1979) 
suggested that forests are generally poorer N renovators than crops, thus N03- 
N is more available for leaching. Furrer and Stauffer (1986) indicated that 
nitrate leaching is highest without any crop and lowest with permanent grass. 
According to Bergstrom and Jogansson (1991), on a  yearly basis, 
concentrations of nitrate in leachate from a sandy soil rich in organic matter 
were lower than that from a sandy soil with little organic matter. But during the 
spring, nitrate concentrations in leachate from the soil rich in organic matter 
were as large or larger than those in the leachate from the other soil. This was 
contributed to the high decomposition rate of organic matter during the spring
(Bergstrom, 1987). Gaines and Gaines (1994) determined the soil texture effect 
on nitrate leaching in soil percolates. They reported the coarser and lower the 
CEC of the soil, the faster nitrate leached from the soil. Most of the nitrate 
(90%) was leached from the soil in the first 5 minutes or the first 100 ml of soil 
percolate after N 03-N had been applied.
CHAPTER 2
COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AND FERTILIZER EFFECTS 
ON SOIL CHEMICAL PROPERTIES
2 .1. Introduction
Municipalities face a  growing problem of how to safely and 
economically dispose of municipal sewage sludge and solid waste. Based 
upon the impact on the environment, landfilling is an unsuitable disposable 
alternative. The application of com posted municipal wastes to agricultural 
lands has been shown to be a safe and economic m eans for disposal of 
municipal wastes and beneficial in providing several plant nutrients (Stadelmain, 
1984; Sims, 1990).
The average organic carbon (OC) content in municipal solid waste 
com posts is about 30% in the United States (Bengston and Cornette, 1973; 
Terman and Mays, 1973). Significant increases of organic matter (OM) 
following com post application into soils were reported by numerous authors 
(Hoffmann, 1983; Tester, 1990; Giusquiani et al., 1995). Compost application 
also increased soil cation exchange capacity (CEC) (Epstein et al., 1976). 
Compost N and P concentrations are considerably higher than those in most 
agricultural soils, but the availability of both are low (De Haan, 1981). However, 
the concentration and availability of K, Mg, and Ca in com posts are high, which 
significantly increased soil K, Mg, and Ca (Mays et al., 1973; Sims, 1990). 
Because of the neutral or slightly alkaline pH and high buffering capacity of
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composts, com post addition can increase the pH of acid soils (Scanlon et al., 
1973; Thompson and Troeh, 1978).
Although compost application increased total N in soils (Epstein et al., 
1976), application of com posts which have a  high C/N ratio caused N 
immobilization and decreased N availability immediately following com post 
addition (Terman et al., 1973). Decreased yields and plant N concentrations 
of wheat and oats attributed to N immobilization were observed by Dolar et al. 
(1972) and Sims (1990). Crop response to addition of N fertilizer in com post 
am ended soils has been attributed to a  lower C/N ratio that corrected the N 
deficiency resulting from N immobilization (Terman et al., 1973; Sims, 1990).
Another deterrent of com posts being land applied is the high content of 
heavy metals. The heavy metals may impair crop growth and contaminate food 
chains (Chaney, 1973; Barbera, 1987). Studies have shown that com post 
application increased soil heavy metals (Giordano et al., 1975; Hue et al., 1988; 
Giusquiani et al., 1995). Usually, soil contamination by heavy metals takes 
place in the top layers of soils (Wiliams et al., 1980). The potential heavy metal 
hazards may increase with time due to decomposition and losses of OM 
(Chaney, 1973). Alternatively, the heavy metals may be transformed from a  
readily available form to an unavailable or immobile form with time (Leeper, 
1972).
To understand the beneficial and detrimental effects of com posted 
municipal wastes on soils, field studies were conducted to determine the effects
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of com posted municipal wastes and fertilizer on soil nutrients, heavy metals, 
and other chemical properties of Baldwin and Memphis soils cropped with 
sugar cane.
2.2. Materials and Method
2.2.1. Soil, compost, field experiment, and sample collection
Two studies were initiated on Baldwin silty clay loam (fine, 
montmorillonitic, thermic, Vertic Ochraqualf), a  Mississippi River alluvial soil. 
Compost was donated by Bed minster Bioconversion Corporation in 
Gladewater, Texas, which uses a  "three day turning drum process" that 
combines 2 parts solid waste and 1 part sew age sludge. The studies were 
conducted in sugarcane fields at Jeanerette, LA. The first study consisted of 
applying three rates of compost: 0, 11.2, and 22.4 Mg/ha; three rates of 
fertilizer: 0, 0.5x, and 1x the recommended rates; and a  combination of fertilizer 
(0.5x) and com post (2.24 Mg/ha) (0.5x+). Experimental plots consisted of 
three 1.7 m by 14.6 m rows, separated by 2.4 m alleys at the ends of the plots. 
The Baldwin soil used for this study was designated as  Baldwin soil I. The 
experimental design for this study was a  randomized complete block with three 
replications. The treatments are presented in Table 2.1. The com post was 
applied into opened rows in October, 1990. The rows were closed until 
planting. In late October, the rows were opened and sugarcane, Kleentek 
CP65-357, was planted. In March of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994, the 
sugarcane rows were off-barred to allow the soil to warm up. In mid-April of
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t  Compost was applied in October, 1990.
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg Kj.0 per 
hectare in 1991, 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 kg ICO, and 27 kg S per hectare 
in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 
1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate for sugarcane; the 0.5x rate received half this 
amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 0.5x+ was a  
combination of fertilizer rate Q.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha com post applied in April of 
1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994.
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each year, the fertilizer and compost (2.24 Mg/ha) were applied to the left off- 
bar of each row; the rows were "hipped-up" to cover the com post and fertilizer 
in the off-bar.
The second study consisted of six com post rates (0, 44.8, 89.6, 134.4,
179.2, and 224.0 Mg/ha) and two fertilizer rates (0 and 1x the recommended 
rate). Plots consisted of five 1.7 m by 14.6 m rows with 2.4 m alleys at the 
ends of the plots and a  border row separating the plots. The Baldwin soil used 
for this study was designated as  Baldwin soil II. The experiment was designed 
as  a  randomized complete block with three replications for two main factors, 
com post and fertilizer rates, and a  split plot for sampling time. The treatments 
are presented in Table 2.2. The com post was applied in October, 1991 and 
spread across rows from furrow-to-furrow and disked into the rows twice. The 
rows were then opened and sugarcane variety Kleentek CP70-321 was planted 
in mid-October, 1991. Fertilizer was applied to the right off-bar of all rows 
receiving fertilizer in April of 1992,1993, and 1994. The rows were "hipped-up" 
to cover the fertilizer.
Another experiment was initiated near Youngsville, LA in September, 
1991 on a  Memphis silt loam (fine-silty, mixed, thermic, Typic Hapludalf), a 
loess derived soil. This experiment consisted of a  factorial combination of six 
com post rates (0, 33.6, 67.2, 100.8, 134.4, and 168 Mg/ha) and two fertilizer 
rates (0 and 1x the recommended rate) as  shown in Table 2.3. Plots consisted
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t  Compost was applied in October, 1991.
$ Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg fC.0 per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5l 134 kg KjO, and 27 kg S per 
hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate for sugarcane; the 0 rate did not 
receive fertilizer.
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t  Compost was applied in September, 1991.
$ Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg K p  per 
hectare and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5l 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg per hectare at the 
1 .Ox rate for sugarcane; the 0 rate does not receive fertilizer.
of five 1.7 m by 14.6 m rows with 2.4 m alleys at the ends of the plots and a 
border row separating the plots. The experimental design was a  randomized 
complete block with three replications for two main factors, com post and 
fertilizer rates, and a  split plot for sampling time. The com post was applied on 
top of the rows in September, 1991 and disked into the rows twice. The rows 
were opened in mid-September and planted with first progeny sugarcane, 
Kleentek CP70-321. Fertilizer was applied to the right off-bar of all rows 
receiving fertilizer in April of 1992,1993, and 1994. The rows were "hipped-up" 
to cover the fertilizer. For all experiments, nitrogen was applied as  ammonium 
nitrate, P as triple superphosphate, K as muriate of potash, and S as  gypsum.
For the Baldwin soil I study, baseline soil sam ples were taken in 
September, 1991 from the 0-15 cm, 15-30 cm, 30-45 cm, and 45-60 cm depths. 
After com post application, soil samples were collected from the 0-15 cm and 
15-30 cm depths in February and June, 1991 and March and November, 1992, 
1993, and 1994. The amount of soil sample for each plot was about 1 kg, 
which was a  composite of three soil sam ples from each row of a  plot. These 
three soil sam ples were taken from the top of the rows at different locations. 
For the Baldwin soil II and Memphis soil studies, the initial soil sam ples were 
collected in September, 1991 from the 0-15 cm, 15-30 cm, and 30-45 cm 
depths. After com post application, soil sam ples from the 0-15 cm depth were 
collected in November, 1991 and March, 1992 and sam ples from two depths 
(0-15 cm and 15-30 cm) were taken in November, 1992 and March and
33
November, 1993 and 1994. About 1 kg soil was taken from ridges of each plot. 
Each sample was a  composite of three soil sam ples from the middle three rows 
of the five rows in a  plot.
2.2.2. Chemical analysis
The soil sam ples were air-dried and ground to pass a  2-mm sieve. The 
sam ples were analyzed for pHH20 (soihwater 1:2), exchangeable acidity (Soil 
Survey Staff, 1972), extractable P (Bray and Kurtz, 1945), exchangeable bases 
(Thomas, 1984), water extractable cations and anions (USDA, 1954), 
diethylenetriaminepentaacetic acid (DTPA) extractable micronutrients (Lindsay 
and Non/ell, 1978), and particle size distribution (hydrometer method, Gee and 
Bauder, 1986). Non-essential trace metals were extracted and analyzed with 
the micronutrients. Effective CEC (ECEC) was calculated as  the sum of the 
exchangeable bases (Thomas, 1982). The com post was analyzed for the sam e 
parameters as the soils, plus total elemental compositions (Issac and Johnson, 
1975) and water extractable anions (USDA, 1954). All elemental concentrations 
were analyzed using inductively coupled plasma spectrometry (ICP) except that 
OC and total N were analyzed using a C/N analyzer (CHN-O-RAPID, HERAEUS) 
and anions were analyzed using a  ion chromatograph (IC). The selected 
chemical and physical baseline data for the Baldwin soil I are presented in 
Table 2.4, the Baldwin soil II in Table 2.5, and the Memphis soil in Table 2.6. 
The selected chemical properties for the com post are presented in Table 2.7.
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Table 2.4. Selected chemical and physical properties of the Baldwin soil I prior
to com post application (0-15 cm).
Property Ex. t Water Extra, t
---------------------------------------------■ m g /k g ------------------
pH 5.3
EA § (cmol/kg) 0.85
EC (dS/m) 0.10
Organic C (%) 1.31






















t  Ex. = NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na, Ca, and Mg, Bray-ll extractable P, and 
DTPA extractable metals. 
t  Water Extra. = Water extractable.
§ EA = Exchangeable acidity.
- = No available value.
< = Less than the detection limit.
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Table 2.5. Selected chemical and physical properties of the Baldwin soil II
prior to com post application (0-15 cm).




Organic C (%) 1.36






















t  Ex. = NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na, Ca, and Mg, Bray-ll extractable P, and 
DTPA extractable metals. 
t  Water Extra. = Water extractable.
- = No available value.
< = Less than the detection limit.
36
Table 2.6. Selected chemical and physical properties of the Memphis soil prior
to com post application (0-15 cm)
Property Ex.t Water Extra, t
------------------- mg/kg ----------------------------------------
pH 6.1
EC (dS/m) 0.15 '
Organic C (%) 0.88






















t  Ex. = NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na, Ca, and Mg, Bray-ll extractable P, and 
DTPA extractable metals.
$ Water Extra. = Water extractable.
- = No available value.
< = Less than the detection limit.
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Table 2.7. Selected chemical properties of the compost.
Total Ex.f Water Extra. $
— 11 ly/rsy —■
pH 7.3
EC (dS/m) 1.70
Organic C (%) 39.0
Total N (%) 1.10
ECEC (cmol/kg) 24.1
K 5303 1692 1648
Na 2285 905 896
Mg 2188 430 171
Ca 20742 2443 572
P 6532 1696 9.11
S 3792 - 1148
Fe 22681 87.3 3.22
Cu 232 12.5 1.58
Mn 295 4.35 0.73
Zn 430 36.6 1.04
B 27.5 - 6.50
Co 5.31 0.09 0.04
Ni 21.7 0.54 0.22
Al 7206 13.8 0.57
Pb . 110 4.43 <0.43
Cd 7.55 0.36 <0.03
As 23.6 <0.32 <0.32
Cr 32.8 <0.04 <0.04
NO3-N - - 234
so4-s - - 1082
cr - - 1475
t  Ex. = NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na, Mg, and Ca, Bray-ll extractable P, and 
DTPA extractable metals. 
t  Water Extra. =  Water extractable.
- = No available value.
<  = Less than the detection limit.
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2.2.3. Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed using SAS (SAS, 1985) for analysis of variance with 
two main factors, com post and fertilizer rates, and sampling time as  a  split plot 
for each depth. The model for this analysis of variance can be described by: 
Y = /l/ + B + C + F + C*F + B*C*F + T + C*T + F*T 
+ C*F*T + B*C*F*T 
where fj is grand mean, B is block, C is com post rate, F is fertilizer rate, and 
T is sampling time. The C, F, and C*F were tested using B*C*F as  an error 
term and T, C*T, F*T, and C*F*T were tested using R*C*F*T a s  an error term. 
If significant differences were found for the main effects, Duncan’s  multiple 
range tests were used for pairwise comparisons and regression analyses were 
performed for trend analyses. Regression analyses were also used to 
determine the correlations between som e parameters. If two-way interactions 
were found to be significant, least squares m eans tests were conducted for 
pairwise comparisons.
2.3. Results and Discussion
2.3.1. Baldwin Soil I
2.3.1.1. pH and ECEC
Compost addition tended to increase soil pH with increasing application 
rates, but these differences were not statistically different (P<0.05) for either 
depth (Table 2.8). This result suggests that higher rates of com post application
Table 2.8. Effect of compost rate on pH, ECEC, organic C, total N, and Bray-ll extractable P of the Baldwin soil I.
Compost
PH ECEC Organic C Total N Extractable P
Mg/ha cmol/kg --------------- % _ mg/kg
0-15cm
0 5.2af 16.5a 1.34b 0.15a 201b
11.2 5.3a 17.3a 1.42ab 0.16a 217ab
22.4 5.6a 17.5a 1.45a 0.16a 250a
P > F t 0.06 0.05
15-30 cm
0 5.4a 19.3a 1.21a 0.15a 139a
11.2 5.6a 19.9a 1.22a 0.15a 123a
22.4 5.7a 19.6a 1.29a 0.16a 146a
t  Numbers within a  column and a  depth with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level 
based on Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent m eans as a  function of compost rate across fertilizer rate 
and sampling time.
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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would significantly increase soil pH. Fertilizer addition did not significantly 
affect soil pH for either depth (Table 2.9).
Compost application did not affect the ECEC for either depth (Table 2.8). 
This is probably due to the low compost application rates since the com post 
displayed a  higher ECEC than the initial soil (Table 2.4 and 2.7). Fertilizer 
addition also did not change the ECEC (Table 2.9).
2.3.1.2. Organic C, N, P, and  S
The organic C content for the 22.4 Mg/ha com post treatment (8.74 Mg 
organic C/ha) was significantly higher than that for the control, but not for the
11.2 Mg/ha com post treatment (4.37 Mg organic C/ha) at the 0-15 cm depth 
(Table 2.8). The fertilizer addition did not influence organic C content (Table 
2.9).
The total N concentrations were not significantly affected by either 
com post or fertilizer application (Table 2.8 and 2.9). That the data did not 
reflect the com post addition is likely due to the low com pos rates because the 
com post had a  much higher total N than the initial soil (Table 2.4 and 2.7). The 
soil analysis did not detect the N fertilizer addition, which was probably 
because the soil was sampled in March and November of 1992, 1993, and 
1994. The fertilizer was applied in the April of each year. By November, the 
nitrogen fertilizer could have been absorbed by plants or leached out of the 
sampling layers. These results suggest that the N fertilizer added each year
Table 2.9. Effect of fertilizer rate on soil pH, ECEC, organic C, total N, and extractable P of the Baldwin soil I.









0.5x 5.4a 16.8a 1.43a 0.16a 222a
0.5x4- 5.2a 17.1a 1.47a 0.17a 231a




0.5x 5.5a 19.0a 1.33a 0.16a 140a
0.5x4- 5.6a 19.5a 1.24a 0.15a 131a
1x 5.8a 19.7a 1.20a 0.15a 137a
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg fC.0 per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg K,0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991,1992, 1993, and 
1994.
t  Numbers within a  column and a  depth with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level 
based on Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the m eans as  a  function of fertilizer rate across compost 
rate and sampling time.
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had no residual effect for next year. Data for the effect of the com post rate x 
fertilizer rate interaction on total N, Bray-ll extractable P, exchangeable K, and 
water extractable S are presented in Table 2.10. The interaction between 
com post rate and fertilizer rate did not significantly affect any of the nutrients 
for either depth.
Bray-ll extractable P significantly increased for the 0-15 cm depth, but 
not for the 15-30 cm depth (Table 2.8). This indicates that the increased P 
mainly remained in the 0-15 cm depth and had little movement in the soil 
profile. The increased Bray-ll extractable P was due to the 11.2 Mg/ha 
com post (19.0 kg Bray-ll extractable P/ha) and the 22.4 Mg/ha com post (38 kg 
Bray-ll extractable P/ha) application. Also, native P availability may increase 
resulting from the increases of pH following the com post application. 
Phosphate solubility increases as pH increases for soils with pH below 6.5 
(Troeh and Thompson, 1993). However, com post application had no effect on 
water extractable P and, in most cases, the water extractable P concentrations 
were below the ICP detection limit (<2.43 mg/kg). This was probably because 
the P in the com post was complexed with organic matter, Fe, Al, and Ca 
com pounds. The low water extractable P concentrations suggest that com post 
application should not significantly increase surface water P.
Fertilizer addition had no significant effect on Bray-ll and water 
extractable P (Table 2.9). Similar to the total N, this may be due to the soil 
sam ples being collected prior to the fertilizer addition in April and shortly before
Table 2.10. Effect of the com post rate x fertilizer rate interaction on selected soil nutrients of the Baldwin soil I.
Fertilizerf Total N Bray-ll extractable P Exchangeable K Water extractable S
0* 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4
0 0.15
------- o/o _
0.17 0.16 173 213
0.5x 0.16 0.16 0.16 211 229
0.5x+ 0.16 0.16 0.18 207 216
1x 0.13 0.15 0.15 213 207
0 0.15 0.14 0.15 131 128
0.5x 0.16 0.15 0.19 164 131
0.5X+ 0.15 0.15 0.15 122 118




125 7.41 8.59 9.88
225 111 116 112 12.0 12.6 10.4
270 113 117 114 12.8 16.0 15.9
278 127 116 121 14.1 17.2 15.4
15-30 cm 
150 108 126 118 4.06 4.45 4.26
125 106 110 101 4.06 4.38 4.02
151 103 105 107 4.09 4.34 4.22
157 125 109 104 4.69 3.85 4.32
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg ICp per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg ICjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha com post applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 
1994.
t  Compost rate (Mg/ha).
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harvest in December of 1992, 1993, and 1994. The concentrations of 
extractable P ranged from 198 to 255 mg/kg for the 0-15 cm depth throughout 
the 4-year study. According to Peevy (1972), 160 mg/kg Bray-ll extractable P 
reflects a  high level of P for Mississippi river derived alluvial clay loams. Thus, 
the increase of P associated with the com post application appears to be in 
excess of the requirement for good crop growth.
Water extractable S did not vary significantly as a  function of com post 
rate (Table 2.11). However, the fertilizer addition significantly increased water 
extractable S (Table 2.12). The critical level of S for plant growth is about 10 
mg/kg, which was reported using a  phosphate-containing extractant (Palaskar 
and Ghosh, 1985; Islam and Bhuiyan, 1988). A critical level as  low as  3.5 
mg/kg S in subsoil for plant growth was reported using phosphate extracting 
solutions (White et al., 1981). The water extractable S was 8.63 for the non­
fertilizer treatment at the 0-15 cm depth. Therefore, S may be deficient for 
good plant growth without the added S in the soil.
2.3.1.3. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg
Water extractable and NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na, Ca, and Mg tended 
to increase with increasing com post rates, but the changes were not statistically 
different except water extractable Ca (Table 2.11). This may indicate that 
higher com post rates could significantly increase water extractable and 
exchangeable K, Na, and Mg and exchangeable Ca. The initial soil analyses
Table 2.11. Effect of compost rate on water extractable S and water extractable and NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na,
Ca, and Mg.
Compost S K Na Ca Mg K Na Ca Mg
Mg/ha -------- mg/kg ------------ ------------------------------------ ------------
0-15 cm
0 11.6a+ 6.12a 16.5a 14.0b 4.21a 115a 27.4a 2336a 533a
11.2 13.7a 6.16a 17.7a 16.8ab 4.86a 117a 29.8a 2475a 538a
22.4 12.9a 6.28a 18.3a 18.2a 5.09a 118a 30.7a 2518a 534a
P > F t 0.09
15-30 cm
0 7.50a 4.23a 18.6a 7.84a 2.52a 111a 50.4a 2657a 666a
11.2 10.50a 4.25a 20.3a 10.40a 3.33a 112a 51.1a 2752a 671a
22.4 7.97a 4.21a 22.6a 8.78a 2.71a 107a 49.8a 2731a 660a
t  Numbers within a  column and a  depth with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level 
based on Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the m eans a s  a  function of compost rate across fertilizer 
rate and sampling time.
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 2.12. Effect of fertilizer rate on water extractable S and water extractable and NH4OAc exchangeable K, Na,
Ca, and Mg.
Fertilizer* S K Na Ca Mg K Na Ca Mg
«ng/i\y
0-15 cm
0 8.63c* 5.54b 18.1a 12.2b 3.80b 118a 35.2a 2465a 565a
0.5x 11.70b 6.18ab 17.0a 15.7ab 4.45ab 113a 27.0a 2423a 518a
0.5x+ 14.90a 6.13ab 18.4a 17.7a 5.06a 115a 28.4a 2463a 528a
1X 15.60a 6.90a 16.6a 19.6a 5.57a 121a 26.5a 2422a 530a
P>F§ 0.001 0.02 0.04 0.03
15-30 cm
0 8.50a 4.26a 19.5a 8.78a 2.89a 117a 61.1a 2773a 697a
0.5x 9.49a 4.15a 20.4a 9.54a 2.90a 106a 46.9a 2647a 636a
0.5X+ 7.94a 4.22a 19.6a 8.58a 2.83a 105a 48.5a 2703a 661a
1X 8.64a 4.29a 21.3a 9.06a 2.80a 113a 45.4a 2730a 670a
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg K p  per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P2Os, 90 kg K p, and 27 kg S
per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, 134 kg K p, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate
received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 0.5x+ was a combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha 
compost applied in April of 1991,1992,1993, and 1994. 
t  Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s 
multiple range test. Values represent the means as a function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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(Table 2.4) showed that the exchangeable K (105 mg/kg) and Ca (1780 mg/kg) 
were low (Peevy, 1972). The exchangeable portion of K is 1692 mg/kg and Ca 
is 2443 mg/kg in the compost. Therefore, higher rates of com post application 
will be beneficial in raising the levels of these elements.
The fertilizer 1x rate significantly increased water extractable K from 5.54 
mg/kg for the control to 6.90 mg/kg, Ca from 12.2 mg/kg to 19.6 mg/kg, and 
Mg from 3.80 to 5.57 mg/kg for the 0-15 cm layer (Table 2.12). However, 
exchangeable K, Ca, and Mg were not significantly affected following the 
fertilizer application (Table 2.12).
2.3.1.4. Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals
Compost application had no effect on DTPA extractable Fe, Cd, Pb, Co, 
and water extractable B (Table 2.13), but significantly increased DTPA 
extractable Zn for both depths and Cu for the 0-15 cm depth (Table 2.13). 
Also, a  significant interaction between com post rate and sampling time for the 
0-15 cm layer showed that DTPA extractable Zn generally decreased with time 
for both the 11.2 and 22.4 Mg/ha com post treatments except during the first 
year when the DTPA extractable Zn increased only for the 22.4 Mg/ha compost 
treatment (Fig. 2.1). This increase of Zn during the first year may be attributed 
to the added Zn (0.82 kg extractable Zn/ha) from the 22.4 Mg/ha compost. The 
general decrease of Zn with time is probably because time allows metal ions 
to diffuse to the strongest sorptive sites (Bohn et al., 1985). These metal ions
Table 2.13. Effect of compost rate on micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals (all elements are DTPA
extractable except B, which is water extractable) of the Baldwin soil I.
Compost Fe Mn Zn Cu Ni Cd Pb Co B
mn/ lert —iviy/i let
0-15 cm
0 123at 15.0a 0.72c 1.84c 1.33a 0.10a 2.22a 0.22a 0.16a
11.2 118a 13.6b 1.28b 2.01b 1.22b 0.10a 2.03a 0.23a 0.18a
22.4 120a 13.6b 1.82a 2.26a 1.23b 0.10a 2.07a 0.23a 0.17a
P>F* 0.07 0.0001 0.0001 0.06
15-30 cm
0 96.3a 13.7a 0.54b 1.75a 1.10a 0.08a 1.78a 0.20a 0.20a
11.2 86.3a 12.7a 0.62ab 1.74a 1.11a 0.08a 1.86a 0.25a 0.20a
22.4 94.1a 14.2a 0.73a 1.80a 1.16a 0.08a 1.75a 0.23a 0.20a
P>F 0.07
t  Numbers within a  column and depth with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level 
based on Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of com post rate across fertilizer 
rate and sampling time.
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Figure 2.1. Extractable Zn as  functions of time and compost rate for the 0-15 cm 
depth. The F, J, M, and N are February, June, March, and November, respectively.
The vertical bars are standard error of the mean.
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in the sorptive sites could not be extracted by DTPA. A similar phenom ena was 
found for DTPA extractable Cu a s  the DTPA extractable Zn (Fig. 2.2). This is 
supported by Korcak et al. (1979), who showed that Cd and Cu slowly declined 
in availability with time. The phytotoxic levels of these heavy metals are 300 
mg Zn/kg and 100 mg Cu/kg (Kabata-Pendias and Pendias, 1992). The 
increased levels of Zn and Cu were less than 3 mg/kg. Thus, com post 
application rates up to 22.4 Mg/ha should not affect plant growth because of 
heavy metal accumulation.
Compost addition significantly decreased the concentrations of DTPA 
extractable Mn and Ni (Table 2.13). The decreased Mn is assum ed to be 
caused by the higher soil pH induced by the compost application. Many 
studies have reported that soil Mn is converted to less soluble forms at higher 
pH values (Shuman and Anderson, 1978; Tierney and Martens, 1982; Sims, 
1990). The decrease of Ni is probably due to the increased pH as well.
The DTPA extractable As and Cr for most soil samples were below the 
ICP detection limits (As<0.338 mg/kg and Cr<0.04 mg/kg); this is not 
surprising due to the very low contents of these metals in the com post and the 
soil. In general, the differences between com post rates for water extractable 
heavy metals were small and, in most cases, the concentration levels were 
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Figure 2.2. Extractable Cu as functions of time and compost rate for the 0-15 cm 
depth. The F, J, M, and N are February, June, March, and November, respectively. 
The vertical bars are standard error of the mean.
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2.3.2. Baldwin Soil II
2.3.2.1. pH and ECEC
The soil pH for the no fertilizer treatment increased about 0.5 unit from 
the control to the 44.8 Mg/ha com post treatment, but there were small 
differences among the com post treatments (Fig. 2.3). For the fertilizer 
treatment, soil pH increased as  the com post rates increased and the compost 
corrected the decreased pH due to fertilizer addition at 179.2 Mg/ha rate. The 
decreased pH for the fertilizer treatment may be due to the ammonium form of 
N fertilizer being oxidized in aerated soils to nitrate and releasing four hydrogen 
ions. The increased pH following the com post application may be due to the 
buffering capacity and slightly alkaline pH (7.3) of the compost. These results 
suggest that com post application can increase soil pH for acid soils.
Soil ECEC increased as the com post rates increased for the 0-15 cm 
layer (Fig. 2.3). The increased ECEC is due to the high ECEC (24.1 cmol/kg) 
of the compost. The difference between with (19.1 cmol/kg) and without (19.9 
cmol/kg) fertilizer for the soil ECEC of the 0-15 cm depth was small, but 
significant (Table 2.14).
2.3.2.2. Organic C, N, P and S
The average organic C, total N, and C/N ratio as  a  function of compost 
rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time are plotted in Fig. 2.4. The organic 
C increased from 1.2% for the control to 2.7% for the 224 Mg/ha compost 
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Figure 2.3. Effect of compost rate on soil (a) and (b) pH, and 
(c) ECEC. The F is fertilizer. The ** is significant at P<0.01. 
The vertical bars represent standard error of the mean.
Table 2.14. Effect of fertilizer rate on soil pH, ECEC, organic C, total N, and Bray-ll extractable P of the Baldwin
soil II.
Fertilizerf pH ECEC Organic C Total N Extractable P
cmol/kg -  % -------------- mg/kg
0-15cm
0 6.8a i 19.9a 2.09a 0.19a 535b
1x 6.3b 19.1b 2.11a 0.20a 600a
P>F§ 0.001 0.0001 0.0001
15-30 cm
0 6.8a 20.0a 1.34a 0.17a 327a
1x 6.5a 19.4a 1.38a 0.17a 367a
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg Kj,0 per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 
kg P20 5, 134 kg K A  and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive 
fertilizer.
$ Numbers within a  column and a  depth with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability 
level based on Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as  a  function of fertilizer rate across 
compost rate and sampling time.
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Figure 2.4. Effect of compost rate on (a) organic C, (b) total 
N, and (c) C/N ratio. The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 
and P<0.01, respectively. The vertical bars are standard error 
of the mean.
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for the control to 0.24% for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment. But fertilizer 
addition did not significantly change total N for either depth (Table 2.14). Like 
the total N in the Baldwin soil I, the data did not reflect the added N fertilizer 
because the sampling time was in March, prior to fertilizer application, and 
November, after plant uptake, of each year. The effect of the com post rate x 
fertilizer rate interaction on total N is presented in Table 2.15. No significant 
interaction between com post rate and fertilizer rate was found for total N. 
Compost application may increase N fertilizer efficiency by reducing N 
denitrification. Further study is necessary to determine N 03-N and NH4-N 
following com post application.
Compost application increased the C/N ratio (Fig. 2.4). This resulted 
from the high C/N ratio (35.5) of the compost. A average C/N ratio of 12.2 was 
obtained from the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment for the 0-15 cm depth. This 
suggests that the application of com post up to 224 Mg/ha would not cause N 
microbial immobilization. At the end of the three years, the C/N ratio was 12.1 
from the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment for 0-15 cm depth. This result indicates 
that a  rather high rate of mineralization was continuing and that considerable 
amounts of organic N were released after 3 years.
The average Bray-ll extractable P as a  function of com post rate across 
fertilizer rate and sampling time for the 0-15 cm layer significantly increased 
(Fig. 2.5). The compost, however, did not affect water extractable P. This was 
probably because the P in the com post was complexed with organic matter,
Table 2.15. Effect of the interaction between compost rate and fertilizer rate on soil N, P, K, and S of the Baldwin
soil II.
Compost rate Total N Bray-ll extractable P Exchangeable K Water extractable S
M n/h& % m n /I r n  .m y /rm 11 ly /f ty  ........
Ot 1X 0 1x 0 1x 0 1x
0-15 cm depth
0 0.14 0.15 409 507 144 157 8.81 18.9
44.8 0.15 0.17 406 520 161 184 13.9 27.0
89.6 0.18 0.20 492 585 186 204 18.9 35.8
134.4 0.22 0.20 603 581 214 211 27.4 40.1
179.2 0.23 0.22 636 637 232 228 33.3 43.9
224.0 0.23 0.24 661 765 235 270 34.1 53.2
15-30 cm depth
0 0.16 0.16 279 386 39.1 20.3 7.67 11.3
44.8 0.16 0.17 285 371 47.3 34.1 11.1 11.7
89.6 0.17 0.19 302 393 44.8 40.0 10.2 15.1
134.4 0.17 0.15 354 330 51.8 47.2 11.7 13.3
179.2 0.17 0.16 371 285 56.3 55.0 13.1 12.2
224.0 0.16 0.20 376 437 50.6 55.7 14.1 19.1
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg KjO per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KjO, 













0 50 100 150 200 250
Compost rate (Mg/ha)
Figure 2.5. Effect of compost rate on extractable P. The ** is 
significant at P<0.01. The vertical bars are standard error of the 
mean.
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Fe, Al, and Ca compounds. This result suggests that com post application up 
to 224 Mg/ha would not cause surface water contamination due to P runoff. 
The use of fertilizer significantly increased both Bray-ll and water extractable P 
for the 0-15 cm layer (Table 2.16). The water extractable part of the residual 
P may increase surface water P level through runoff.
The concentrations of Bray-ll extractable P as a  function of time across 
com post and fertilizer rates did not vary significantly. The Bray-ll extractable 
P level ranged from 567 to 632 mg/kg during the 3-year study. According to 
Peevy (1972), 160 mg/kg Bray-ll extractable P is high for Mississippi river 
derived alluvial clay loams. Thus, the increase of P associated with the 
com post application appears to be in excess of the requirement for good crop 
growth in the soil.
Compost application greatly increased water extractable S in October, 
1991 (Fig. 2.6). Also, a  great decrease of the water extractable S was noted 
from October, 1991 to March, 1992. For example, the water extractable S for 
the 224 Mg/ha com post (257 kg/ha water extractable S) treatment decreased 
from 123 mg/kg in October, 1991 to 38.4 mg/kg in March, 1992. Since there 
was little plant growth to absorb S during the period, the decrease of water 
extractable S was probably due to leaching and runoff. This result suggests 
the high rate com post application may increase surface and ground water S 
levels. Additionally, a  significant interaction between fertilizer rate and sampling 
time showed that the water extractable S was significantly higher in the
Table 2.16. Effect of fertilizer rate on water extractable P and S and water extractable and NH4OAc exchangeable
K, Na, Ca, and Mg of the Baldwin soil II.
Fertilizert P S K Na Ca Mg K Na Ca Mg
-----------------------------Water extractable------------------------------------  exchangeable-----------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------mg/kg----------------------------------------------------------------
0-15 cm
0 7.25b* 22.7b 22.9b 42.4a 57.9b 14.8b 196a 47.6a 2977a 513a
1x 9.30a 36.5a 26.6a 41.7a 68.0a 17.0a 209a 45.2a 2867a 486a
P>F§ 0.08 0.005 0.002 0.007 0.07
15-30 cm
0 4.48a 11.3b 10.7a 35.8a 27.4a 7.27a 135a 48.3a 2958a 555a
1x 5.17a 13.8a 10.4a 31.7a 28.0a 7.41a 135a 42.0b 2880a 538a
P>F 0.004
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg KgO per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, 134 kg KgO, 
and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
* Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s 
multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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Figure 2.6. Water extractable S as a  function of compost by time for the surface soil. The O, M, and 
N are October, March, and November, respectively. The NS is not significant at P<0.05. Standard 
error of the mean ranged from 0.71 to 13.0 mg/kg.
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treatment with fertilizer than those without in the last 1.5 yr for both depths, 
reflecting the applied S in the fertilized versus non-fertilized plots (Table 2.17). 
The critical level of about 10 mg/kg S for plant growth has been reported using 
a  phosphate-containing extractant (Palaskar and Ghosh, 1985; Islam and 
Bhuiyan, 1988). A critical level as  low as 3.5 mg/kg S for plant growth in the 
subsoil has also been reported using phosphate extracting solutions (White et 
al., 1981). Therefore, the S level should be sufficient for plant growth with or 
without the addition of S.
Table 2.17. Effect of the fertilizer rate x sampling time interaction on water 
extractable S (mg/kg).
Fertilizert 0  91± M 92 N 92 M 93 N 93 M 94 0  94
0 64.4 24.3 13.1
0-15cm 
12.2 17.8 14.7 12.9
1x 73.7 26.3 21.8 13.9 42.2 31.9 45.7




















t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg KaO per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg K^O, and 27 kg S per 
hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer, 
t  O M N = October, March, and November, respectively.
§ * NS = Significant and not significant at P<0.05, respectively, for numbers 
within sam e column and depth.
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2.3.2.S. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg
The exchangeable K significantly increased as  the com post rates 
increased from October, 1991 to March, 1993, but not from November, 1993 
to October, 1994 (Fig. 2.7). The initial soil analyses (Table 2.5) indicated that 
the exchangeable K (150 mg/kg) was low (Peevy, 1972). The exchangeable 
portion of K is 1692 mg/kg in the compost. The 134.4 Mg/ha com post 
application altered the soil exchangeable K level from low to medium (213 
mg/kg, an average as  function of com post rate across fertilizer rate and 
sampling time) (Peevy, 1972). Similar trend was found for water extractable K 
a s  exchangeable K (Fig. 2.8).
Compost application significantly increased water extractable Na for the 
0-15 cm depth (Fig. 2.9). Most of the increased water extractable Na lost 
during the first four months following the com post application, which is likely 
due to leaching and runoff. For example, the water extractable Na for the 224 
Mg/ha com post (201 kg water extractable Na/ha) treatment decreased from 168 
mg/kg in October, 1991 to 79.2 mg/kg in March, 1992. This may contaminate 
surface and ground water. Since Na is a  potential health hazard for people 
with high blood pressure or hypertension, further study is necessary to 
investigate the effect of Na leaching on water quality.
The exchangeable Ca increased from 2550 mg/kg for the control to 3050 
mg/kg for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment (Fig. 2.10). Compost application 












Figure 2.7. Exchangeable K as  a  function of compost by time for the surface 
layer. The O, M, and N are October, March, and November, respectively. 
The NS is not significant at P<0.05. Standard error of the mean ranged 
from 6.94 to 22.5 mg/kg.
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Figure 2.8. Water extractable K a s  a  function of compost by time for the 0-15 cm 
depth. The O, M, and N are October, March, and November, respectively.
The NS is not significant at P<0.05. Standard error of the mean ranged from 
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Figure 2.9. Water extractable Na as a function of compost rate by time for the 0-15 
cm layer. The O, M, and N are October, March, and November, respectively. The 
NS is not significant at P<0.05. Standard error of the mean ranged from 1.05 
to 17.1 mg/kg.
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Figure 2.10. Effect of compost rate on (a) exchangeable Ca, (b) 
water extractable Ca , and (c) water extractable Mg. The * and ** are 
significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, respectively. The vertical bars are 
standard error of the mean.
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mg/kg for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment (Fig. 2.10). Compost application 
had no effect on exchangeable Mg, but significantly increased the water 
extractable Mg from 6.35 mg/kg for the control to 22.8 mg/kg for the 224 Mg/ha 
com post treatment (Fig. 2.10).
2.S.2.4. Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals
The DTPA extractable Fe for the 0-15 cm depth significantly varied 
among the com post rates, but there was no trend to describe the changes 
(Table 2.18). This may be due to the variations of the soil samples. The DTPA 
extractable Zn increased from 1.54 mg/kg for the control to 10.5 mg/kg for the 
224 Mg/ha com post (8.20 kg DTPA extractable Zn/ha) treatment and Cu from 
2.25 mg/kg for the control to 5.24 mg/kg for the 224 Mg/ha com post (2.80 kg 
DTPA extractable Cu/ha) treatment for the 0-15 cm depth. Also, significant 
increases of DTPA extractable Cu and Zn were found for the 15-30 cm depth 
(Table 2.18). Although DTPA extractable Cd concentrations were significantly 
increased, they were very low (Table 2.18). The DTPA extractable Pb for the 
224 Mg/ha com post treatment was significantly higher than those for the other 
treatments, but the increased quantity was small (Table 2.18). The phytotoxic 
levels of these heavy metals in agricultural soils are 300 mg/kg for Zn, 100 
mg/kg for Cu, 3-5 mg/kg for Cd, and 100 mg/kg for Pb (Kabata-Pendias and 
Pendias, 1992). Thus, current levels of the metals are far below the toxic levels.
Table 2.18. Effect of compost rate on DTPA ©(tractable metals and water extractable B of the Baldwin soil II.
Compost Fe Mn Zn Cu Ni Cd Pb Co B
Mn/hQiviy/im "" nig/tvy ————
0-15 cm
0 134.0at 18.8a 1.54f 2.25e 1.50a 0.10c 1.65b 0.10a 0.19e
44.8 107.0ab 14.2b 3.73e 2.93d 1.03b 0.11c 1.64b 0.07b 0.28d
89.6 107.0ab 13.2bc 5.17d 3.33d 1.00b 0.11C 1.90b 0.07b 0.38c
134.4 103.0b 12.1cd 7.18c 4.10c 0.94b 0.13ab 1.93b 0.06b 0.48b
179.2 89.0b 1 l.ld 8.66b 4.61b 0.92b 0.13ab 1.94b 0.06b 0.63a
224.0 106.0ab 10.5d 10.50a 5.24a 0.96b 0.15a 2.38a 0.06b 0.62a
P>F* 0.08 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.02 0.001 0.01 0.002 0.001
15-30 cm
0 117.0a 16.2a 1.22d 2.10c 1.09a 0.09a 1.80a 0.11a 0.17d
44.8 97.5a 13.7bc 1.82c 2.21 be 1.07a 0.08a 1.64a 0.09ab 0.24c
89.6 107.0a 15.0ab 2.21 be 2.32bc 1.00a 0.09a 1.76a 0.1 Oab 0.26bc
134.4 103.0a 13.1bc 2.51b 2.46b 0.92a 0.09a 2.30a 0.09ab 0.29ab
179.2 85.8a 12.0c 2.25bc 2.29bc 1.11a 0.08a 1.44a 0.08b 0.3Cab
224.0 108.0a 12.9bc 3.45a 2.77a 0.97a 0.10a 1.82a 0.09ab 0.33a
P>F 0.01 0.0001 0.003 0.001
t  Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time.
$ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
The DTPA extractable Mn significantly decreased as  the com post rates 
increased (Table 2.18). The decreased Mn may be caused by the increased 
soil pH following compost application. Many studies have reported that soil Mn 
is converted to less soluble forms at higher pH values (Shuman and Anderson, 
1978; Tierney and Martens, 1982; Sims, 1990). Also, the DTPA extractable Mn 
in the com post (4.35 mg/kg) was lower than that in the initial soil (16.4 mg/kg). 
Thus, com post application can reduce Mn toxicity when soil Mn is high. The 
com post application also significantly decreased the concentrations of DTPA 
extractable Ni and Co for the 0-15 cm depth (Table 2.18). The decreases of 
soil Ni and Co are likely due to the increased pH as well (Kabata-Pendias and 
Pendias, 1992).
The DTPA extractable As and Cr for most soil sam ples were below the 
ICP detection limits (As<0.338 mg/kg and Cr<0.04 mg/kg), which are due to 
the very low concentrations of these metals in the com post and the soils. The 
differences between com post rates for water extractable heavy metals were 
small and, in most cases, the concentration levels were extremely low (<1 
mg/kg).
Although DTPA extractable Zn and Cu increased as the com post rates 
increased and the Mn concentration decreased as  the com post rates 
increased, the application of compost had little effect on the concentrations of 
all other metals for the 15-30 cm depth (Table 2.18). Numerous studies have
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shown that trace metal contamination usually takes place in the top layers of 
soils (Boswell, 1975; Parker et al., 1978; Williams et al., 1980).
Application of 224 Mg/ha com post increased the water extractable B to 
0.62 mg/kg for the 0-15 cm depth (Table 2.18). The B concentrations was 
below the toxic level of 5 mg/kg water extractable B (Ponnamperuma et al., 
1981). The requirement of B for most crops is 0.5 to 1.0 mg/kg water 
extractable B (Johnson and Fixen, 1990). Therefore, the application of com post 
will raise the soil B level, which was below 0.5 mg/kg for the initial soil (Table 
2.5).
Based on these data, it is believed that com post application up to 224 
Mg/ha once in four years will not result in DTPA extractable heavy metal 
accumulation to toxic levels. However, the DTPA extractable Zn and Cu added 
from com post application is a  small fraction of the total metals added (Table 
2.18), then, there is a  potential problem that availability of the metals may 
increase long after com post application. If com post is added regularly, it is 
likely that metals will be retained strongly. However, after many years of 
com post addition, if the com post application is stopped, there might be a  
gradual decline in soil organic matter and pH, which will increase the availability 
of the metals added over the years. Thus, it is necessary to conduct further 
research to investigate the effect of long term com post application on heavy 
metal accumulation in soils.
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Table 2.19. Extractable Zn and Cu (DTPA) as a  percentage of total Zn and Cu 
for the 224 Mg/ha com post addition.
Metals Extractable Total Extractable/Total
----------------kg %
Zn 8.20 96.3 8.5
Cu 2.80 52.0 5.4
2.3.2.5. Comparison between the field experiments on the Baldwin soil I 
and the Baldwin soil II
The main differences between the experiments on the Baldwin soil I and 
the Baldwin soil II are com post rate and com post application method. The 
com post rates for the Baldwin soil I included 0, 11.2, and 22.4 Mg/ha, which 
were applied to opened rows. For the Baldwin soil II, the com post rates 
consisted of 0, 44.8, 89.6, 134.4, 179.2, and 224.0 Mg/ha, which were spread 
across rows from furrow-to-furrow and disked into rows twice. The data 
showed most tested parameters did not significantly increase, but there were 
increased trends towards higher compost rates for the Baldwin soil I. For the 
Baldwin soil II, most tested parameters significantly increased as the com post 
rates increased. These results may suggest that the different responses 
between the soils to the com post application are due to the application rates 
rather than the application methods. Further study using the sam e rates and
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different application methods are necessary to determine com post application 
method effect on soil properties.
2.3.3. Memphis soil
2.3.3.1. pH and ECEC
The pH increased from 6.4 for the control to the 7.0 for the 224 Mg/ha 
com post treatment of the 0-15 cm depth, but the pH was not affected for the 
15-30 cm depth. The increased pH is due to the buffering capacity and slightly 
alkaline pH (7.3) of the compost. Fertilization application decreased the soil pH 
(Table 2.20). This decrease may be due to the ammonium form of N fertilizer 
being oxidized in aerated soils to nitrate and releasing four hydrogen ions.
Application of 168 Mg/ha compost significantly increased soil ECEC from 
5.92 cmol/kg for the control to 8.30 cmol/kg at the 0-15 cm depth. This is 
probably due to the high ECEC (24.1 cmol/kg) of the compost. The fertilizer 
application did not significantly affect the soil ECEC for either depth (Table 
2 .20).
2.3.3.2. Organic C, N, P, and S
The organic C and total N contents increased as  the com post rates 
increased for the 0-15 cm depth (Fig. 2.11). The C/N ratio also increased as 
the com post rates increased (Fig. 2.11). This resulted from the high C/N ratio 
(35.5) of the compost. The C/N ratio was 12.4 in the treatment with 168 Mg/ha
Table 2.20. Effect of fertilizer rate on soil pH, ECEC, organic C, total N, and extractable P of the Memphis soil.
Fertilizer}- pH ECEC Organic C Total N Extractable P
cmol/kg --------------% — ----------- mg/kg
0-15cm
0 6.8at 7.13a 1.31a 0.11a 200b
1x 6.6b 7.06a 1.34a 0.11a 236a
P>F§ 0.002 0.02
15-30 cm
0 6.2a 6.12a 1.13a 0.10a 88.5a
1x 6.1a 5.99a 1.16a 0.10a 96.2a
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg Kj,0 per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg ICO, 
and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. 
t Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s 
multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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Figure 2.11. Effect of compost rate on soil (a) organic C, (b) total 
N, and (c) C/N ratio. The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 and 
P<0.01, respectively. The vertical bars are standard error of the 
mean.
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com post for the 0-15 cm depth. This suggests that the application of com post 
up to 168 Mg/ha for the soil would not cause N microbial immobilization, 
because there is little N microbial immobilization in soils with a  C/N <30 
(Duggan, 1973). At the end of the three years, the C/N ratio was 9.1 in the 
treatment with the highest com post rate for the 0-15 cm depth. This result 
indicates that a rather high rate of mineralization was continuing and 
considerable amounts of organic N were released after 3 years.
The effect of the com post rate x fertilizer rate interaction on total N is 
presented in Table 2.21. No significant interaction between com post rate and 
fertilizer rate was noted for the total N. Compost application may increase N 
fertilizer efficiency. Further study is necessary to determine N 03-N and NH4-N 
following com post application.
The Bray-ll extractable P for the 0-15 cm layer significantly increased 
from 101 mg/kg for the control to 322 mg/kg for the 168 Mg/ha com post 
treatment (Fig. 2.12). There was little change of Bray-ll extractable P for the 15- 
30 cm depth, which was expected since P is not mobile in soils. Additionally, 
the water extractable P (4.58 mg/kg) for the 168 Mg/ha com post treatment was 
significantly higher than those (ranged from 1.58 to 2.94 mg/kg) for other 
treatments, which were not significantly different from each other. The use of 
fertilizer also significantly increased Bray-ll extractable P from 200 mg/kg for the 
control to 236 mg/kg at the 0-15 cm layer (Table 2.20).
Table 2.21. Effect of the interaction between com post rate and fertilizer rate on soil N, P, K, and S of the Memphis
soil.
Compost rate Total N Extractable P Exchangeable K Water soluble S
Mg/ha % __  mn /l/«rng/ng -.............
o t 1x 0 1x 0 1x 0 1x
0-15 cm depth
0 0.09 0.09 85.2 117 74.5 96.0 13.1 16.6
44.8 0.11 0.11 122 153 77.9 120 13.7 21.3
89.6 0.10 0.11 163 183 87.3 116 15.8 22.5
134.4 0.13 0.12 229 286 137 145 22.4 25.4
179.2 0.11 0.11 305 332 153 179 27.9 26.8
224.0 0.13 0.13 295 349 135 159 23.3 38.7
15-30 cm depth
0 0.10 0.10 65.4 84.7 36.3 40.7 9.51 17.2
44.8 0.09 0.09 65.1 63.2 33.0 43.5 13.6 22.6
89.6 0.10 0.10 83.6 74.6 43.4 40.1 12.2 22.4
134.4 0.09 0.11 76.1 111 48.7 44.5 19.8 23.3
179.2 0.10 0.10 153 138 80.5 70.7 21.2 24.4
224.0 0.10 0.10 88.0 106 45.4 46.8 22.4 23.5
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg tCp per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KjO, 
and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
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Figure 2.12. Effect of compost rate on (a) Bray-ll extractable P 
and (b) water extractable S. The ** is significant at P<0.01. 
The vertical bars are standard error of the mean.
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The concentrations of Bray-ll extractable P as  a  function of time ranged 
from 191 to 238 mg/kg throughout the 3-year study. These concentrations 
were much greater than the high level P (70 mg/kg; Peevy, 1972) for 
Mississippi derived loess silt loam soils. Thus, the increases of P associated 
with the com post and fertilizer application appear to be in excess of the 
requirement for good crop growth in the soil.
Compost application significantly increased water extractable S for both 
depths (Fig. 2.12). This is due to the high water extractable S of the com post 
(Table 2.7).
2.3.3.S. Soil K, Na, Ca, and Mg
The exchangeable (Fig. 2.13) and water extractable (Fig. 2.14) K 
increased with increasing compost rate for the 0-15 cm depth. The initial soil 
analyses (Table 2 .6) showed that the exchangeable K (79 mg/kg) was low 
(Peevy, 1972). The exchangeable portion of K is 1692 mg/kg in the compost. 
Thus, high com post rates will be beneficial in raising the K level. The water 
extractable and exchangeable K increased significantly following fertilizer 
addition for the 0-15 cm layer, but not for the 15-30 cm layer (Table 2.22).
The exchangeable Na increased significantly as the com post rates 
increased for the first year, but not for the last two years of the 0-15 cm depth 
(Fig. 2.15). For the 15-30 cm depth, significant increases of exchangeable Na 
were noted in November, 1992 and March, 1993. Also, exchangeable Na 
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Figure 2.13. Effect of compost rate on exchangeable (a) K, (b) Ca, 
and (c) Mg. The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, 
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Figure 2.14. Effect of compost rate on water extractable (a) K, (b)
Ca, and (c) Mg . The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, 
respectively. The vertical bars are standard error of the mean.
Table 2.22. Effect of compost rate on water extractable P and S and water extractable and NH4OAc exchangeable
K, Na, Ca, and Mg of the Memphis soil.




0 2.27a+ 19.4b 27.2b 24.7a 52.2a 5.72a 111b 17.5a 1240a 68.8a
1x 3.00a 25.3a 35.3a 24.7a 54.4a 6.16a 136a 17.2a 1213a 68.3a
P>F§ 0.005 0.002 0.003
15-30 cm
0 1.70a 16.5b 6.87a 28.1a 25.4b 2.45b 47.7a 24.1a 1091a 53.8a
1x 1.69a 22.2a 8.35a 26.3a 35.6a 3.46a 47.9a 21.1b 1067a 53.5a
P>F 0.004
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg IC,0 per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, 134 kg (C.O, 
and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
$ Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan's 
multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and sampling time.
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Figure 2.15. Exchangeable Na as  a function of compost by time. The 0 , M, and N are October, March, and 
November, respectively. The NS is not significant at P<0.05. Sandard of the mean ranged from 1.24 to 6.94 
mg/kg for the 0-15 cm depthe and from 2.53 to 7.76 mg/kg for the 15-30 cm depth.




from November, 1992 to October, 1994, which may be due to Na leaching. 
Data for the 15-30 cm depth in October, 1991, and March, 1992, are not 
available since no sam ples were collected. Water extractable Na had a  similar 
trend as  the exchangeable Na.
The com post application significantly increased exchangeable (Fig. 2.13) 
and water extractable (Fig. 2.14) Ca and Mg for the 0-15 cm. Also, the 
exchangeable and water extractable Mg increased for the 15-30 cm depth. The 
exchangeable and water extractable Ca and Mg did not significantly change 
after the fertilization for either depth (Table 2.22). The initial soil analyses 
(Table 2.6) indicated that the exchangeable Mg (51 mg/kg) was low (Peevy,
1972). The exchangeable portion of Mg is 430 mg/kg in the compost. 
Therefore, high compost rates will be beneficial for raising the Mg level of the 
soil.
2.3.3A  Micronutrients and non-essential heavy metals
The com post application significantly changed DTPA extractable Fe and 
Zn, but there were no trends to describe the changes for the 0-15 cm depth 
(Table 2.23). This may be due to the variations of the soil samples. Compost 
application significantly increased DTPA extractable Cu from October, 1991 to 
March, 1993, but not from November, 1993 to October, 1994 (Fig. 2.16). 
Generally, the DTPA extractable Cu concentrations remained sam e level from
Table 2.23 Effect of compost rate on DTPA extractable metals and water extractable B of the Memphis soil.
Compost Fe Mn Zn Cu Ni Cd Pb B
fA n /h fl rrtnfUn .. . . . . . .■ n iy / i \ y  ——
0-15 cm
0 57.9at 44.9a 4.31 ab 1.15c 0.71a 0.05ab 1.92a 0.15c
33.6 38.2b 37.4b 1.41b 1.23c 0.57bc 0.03b 0.78a 0.23b
67.2 39.1b 37.0b 2.27b 1.55c 0.58bc 0.06ab 0.88a 0.24b
100.8 51.4ab 38.7b 5.70ab 2.15b 0.68a 0.06ab 2.00a 0.32a
134.4 52.6ab 34.8b 9.19a 2.71a 0.66ab 0.09a 1.76a 0.33a
168.0 40.1b 32.3b 4.09ab 2.26b 0.55c 0.05b 0.88a 0.36a
P>F* 0.06 0.009 0.04 0.0001 0.85 0.03 0.0004
15-30 cm
0 50.0a 35.9a 7.82a 1.92a 0.74a 0.07a 1.93a 0.13d
33.6 43.7a 40.5a 1.83a 1.31a 0.72a 0.04a 0.78a 0.15cd
67.2 41.0a 37.5a 3.48a 1.99a 0.70a 0.06a 0.88a 0.18c
100.8 50.0a 38.8a 5.87a 1.89a 0.87a 0.07a 2.00a 0.23b
134.4 47.9a 36.1a 6.65a 1.95a 0.70a 0.07a 1.76a 0.25ab
168.0 44.4a 35.5a 3.34a 1.78a 0.66a 0.04a 0.88a 0.27a
P>F 0.005
t  Numbers within a column and a depth with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan's 
multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time.
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Figure 2.16. Extractable Cu as a function of compost by time for the 0-15 cm 
layer. The 0 , M, and N are October, March, and November, respectively. 
The NS is not significant at P<0.05. Sandard error of the mean ranged from 




October, 1991 to March, 1993, but decreased greatly from March, 1993 to 
November, 1993. The decreased Cu may result from the readily available 
forms being changed to unavailable or immobile forms with time. Because 
time allows metal ions to diffuse to the strongest sorptive sites (Bohn et al., 
1985). This agrees with Korchak et al. (1979), who reported that Cd and Cu 
slowly declined in availability with time. Plant uptake may also attributed to a 
small part of the decreased Cu.
The com post significantly decreased the concentration of DTPA 
extractable Mn (Table 2.23). The decrease of soil Mn was assum ed to be 
caused by increased soil pH. Many studies have reported that soil Mn is 
converted to less soluble forms at higher pH values (Shuman and Anderson, 
1978; Tierney and Martens, 1982; Sims, 1990).
The compost application did not change the quantity of DTPA 
extractable Pb for either depth (Table 2.23). Although the concentration of 
DTPA extractable Ni and Cd were significantly different between som e com post 
rates, there were no trends. The DTPA extractable Co, As, and Cr in most soil 
sam ples were below the ICP detection limits (Co<0.08, As<0.34, and Cr<0.04 
mg/kg). The differences between com post rates for water extractable heavy 
metals were small and, in most cases, the concentration levels were extremely 
low (<1 mg/kg).
Compost application essentially had no effect on the concentrations of 
the metals investigated for the 15-30 cm depth (Table 2.23). Numerous studies
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have shown that trace metal contamination usually takes place in the top layers 
of soils (Boswell, 1975; Parker et al., 1978; Williams et al., 1980).
The com post increased the water extractable B for both depths (Table
2.23). The increased B for the highest com post rate was 0.36 mg/kg for the 0-
15 cm depth. This is much lower than the toxic level of 5 mg/kg water
extractable B (Ponnamperuma et al., 1981). The requirements of B for most
crops are 0.5 to 1.0 mg/kg water extractable B (Johnson and Fixen, 1990).
Therefore, the application of compost can raise the B level for the soil.
2.3.3.S. Comparison between the field experiments on the Baldwin soil II 
and the Memphis soil
The com post rate, application method, and soil type are main differences 
between the experiments on the Baldwin soil II and the Memphis soil. The 
com post rates for the Memphis soil included 0, 33.6, 67.2, 100.8, 134.4, and
168.0 Mg/ha, which was applied on the top of the rows and disked into the 
rows twice. The results showed that the total N, extractable P, and 
exchangeable K for the 224 Mg/ha compost treatment of the Baldwin soil II 
were higher than those for the 134.4 Mg/ha com post treatment of the Memphis 
soil (Table 2.23). The increased Bray-ll extractable P from the control to the 
134.4 Mg/ha com post treatment for the Baldwin soil II (135 mg/kg) was different 
from that (221 mg/kg) for the Memphis soil. However, the increased 
exchangeable K from the control to the 134.4 Mg/ha com post treatment was
about the sam e for both soils (63 mg/kg for the Baldwin soil II and 62 mg/kg 
for the Memphis soil). These data indicate that com post rate may be a  
governing factor for the nutrient increases, but the nutrient increases may also 
depend on a  particular element, soil type, or application method. Further study 
is needed to elucidate the specific effect of soil type or application method on 
soil nutrients following com post application.
Table 2.24. The effects of soil type and com post rate on soil N, P, and K for 
the 0-15 cm depth.
Compost rate Total N Bray-ll extractable 
P
Exchangeable K
B t M B M B M
Mg/ha _________ % . . . . . . . . . . . .  niy/fty--------
0 0.15 0.09 457 101 150 85
134.4 0.21 0.13 592 322 213 147
224.0 0.24 713 252
t  B and M = Baldwin soil II and Memphis soil, respectively.
The responses of heavy metals to the compost application between the 
Baldwin soil II and the Memphis soil are different from the nutrients. For 
example, there were increasing trends for extractable Zn and Cu of the Baldwin 
soil II (Table 2.18), but there was not an increasing trend for Zn of the Memphis 
soil at the 0-15 cm depth (Table 2.23). Also, the increased Zn and Cu 
quantities from control to the 134.4 Mg/ha compost treatment were higher for
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soil II than for the Memphis soil. These results may indicate that both soil type 
and com post rate are important regarding heavy metal accumulation due to 
com post application. If com post is applied into sam e soil layer, application 
method is less likely to affect heavy metal accumulation since heavy metals 
have little movement in soils (Wiliams et al., 1980).
2.4. Summary and Conclusions
2.4.1 Baldwin soil I
The com post application had little effect on the soil fertility except Bray-ll 
extractable P, which increased. However, most nutrient concentrations had 
increasing trends with higher com post rates.
The application of fertilizer significantly increased S, K, Ca, and Mg water 
extractable forms, but not exchangeable forms. There were no significant 
differences between 0.5x and 0.5x+ rates for all nutrients except S, which 
suggests that the application of 2.24 Mg/ha com post each spring had little 
beneficial effect on soil nutrients. Based upon these results and initial levels of 
soil nutrients, the 1x rate of K fertilizer and no P fertilizer are recommended. 
The 1x rate of sulfur fertilizer is also recommended. Further studies of NH4-N 
and N 03-N and the rate of N mineralization are necessary before making a 
recommendation for N fertilization.
The com post application increased Zn and Cu, but the increased 
concentrations of these metals were much lower than phytotoxic levels. 
Additionally, the availability of these metals tends to decrease with time in most
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cases. Based on the loading rates for Cu and Zn specified by Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) (1994), if 22.4 Mg/ha com post is 
applied every four years and there is no removal of the metals by cropping, the 
com post application could continue for 215 years for Cu and 232 years for Zn.
2.4.2. Baldwin soil II
The soil N, P, S, K, Ca, Mg, and B significantly increased following the 
com post application. In most cases, the increases of P, K, Ca, and Mg were 
in Bray-ll extractable and exchangeable forms rather than water extractable 
forms. The com post application also increased organic matter, which would 
improve infiltration and aeration of this poorly drained soil. Based on the 
nutrient levels in the soil (Peevy, 1972), K is the limiting element. To increase 
exchangeable K to medium levels (200-300 mg/kg), the minimum 
recommended com post rate is 134.4 Mg/ha.
The water extractable S and Na decreased greatly during the first four 
months following the com post application, which may be attributed to leaching 
and runoff. This may contaminate surface and ground water. Further study is 
needed to determine the effect of S and Na leaching on water quality.
The application of fertilizer increased P, S, K, Ca, and Mg, mainly in 
water extractable forms. However, there was little change in total N. Based on 
these soil results and initial levels of soil nutrients, the 1x rate of K fertilizer and 
no P fertilizer are recommended. Further studies of NH4-N and N 03-N and the
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rate of N mineralization are necessary before making a  recommendation for N 
fertilizer.
The com post application increased Zn, Cu, Cd, and Pb concentrations. 
But these increased metal concentrations are much lower than phytotoxic 
levels. Additionally, the availability of these metals tends to decrease with time 
in most cases. According to the loading rates for Zn, Cu, Cd, and Pb specified 
by Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) (1994), if 134.4 Mg/ha 
com post is applied every four years and there is no removal of the metals by 
cropping, the limiting time of compost addition are 71 years for Cu, 77 years 
for Zn, 88 years for Cd, and 606 years for Pb.
2.4.3. Memphis soil
The soil C, N, P, K, Ca, Mg, and S significantly increased following 
com post application. Based on the nutrient levels in the soil (Peevy, 1972), K 
is the limiting element. To increase exchangeable K to medium level (120-160 
mg/kg), the minimum recommended com post rate is 134.4 Mg/ha.
The fertilizer addition increased P, S, K, Ca, and Mg. Based on these 
soil results and initial levels of soil nutrients, the 1x rate of K fertilizer and no P 
fertilizer are recommended. The 1x rate of sulfur fertilizer is also recommended 
for stubble cane. Further studies of NH4-N and N 03-N and the rate of N 
mineralization are necessary before making a  recommendation for N fertilizer 
based on soil analyses.
The com post application increased the soil Cu concentration. However, 
the increased Cu is much lower than the phytotoxic level. Also, the availability 
of Cu tends to decrease with time in most cases. Based on the loading rates 
for Cu specified by Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
(1994), if 134.4 Mg/ha com post is applied every four years and there is no 
removal of Cu by cropping, the compost application could continue for 35 
years.
CHAPTER 3
EFFECT OF COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AND FERTILIZER ON 
SUGARCANE ELEMENTAL UPTAKE AND YIELD
3.1. Introduction
Application of com posted municipal waste has been shown to affect 
plant tissue nutrient concentration and yield for many crops (Duggan, 1973; 
Terman and Mays, 1973; Sims, 1990). But little research has been reported for 
the effect of composted municipal waste on sugarcane. Compost (C/N ratio 
>30) addition to soils immobilized soil N (Sims, 1990). Decreased N in plant 
tissue has been shown for corn (Terman and Mays, 1973), tobacco (Duggan,
1973), and wheat (Sims, 1990) due to compost application. Also, reduced dry 
matter yields of wheat was reported following com post application (Sims,
1990). These deficiencies can be corrected by the addition of mineral fertilizers 
(Dickens et al., 1971). Kropisz and Russel (1978) indicated that the combined 
application of NPK fertilizer and municipal garbage com post increased the N 
content of several types of crops compared to the application of mineral 
fertilizer alone. The addition of com posts to soils did not significantly change 
the concentrations of plant P (Bengtson and Cornette, 1973; King et al., 1977). 
However, Sims (1990) reported that P concentrations in wheat plant increased 
following com posted sew age sludge application. Ryegrass S concentrations 
did not increase during the first two crops after com post application. However, 
with subsequent crops, com post increased S content significantly (Gallardo- 
Lara et al., 1979).
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Generally, K in com post is in an easily-assimilated form and has a  high 
efficiency (Terman and Mays, 1973). Thus, the use of com post leads to 
significant increases of plant K (Bengtson and Cornette, 1973; King et al,. 
1977). Sims (1990) showed that plant Ca and Mg concentrations were not 
changed by com post application, while King et al. (1974) reported the plant Ca 
and Mg decreased due to an antagonistic action promoted by the increased 
K uptake.
Compost addition produced a  considerable enhancement of the plant 
adsorption of Zn in wheat (Sims, 1990) and Cu in wheat and soybeans (Sims 
and Kline, 1991). However, for all these cases, no Zn and Cu phytotoxicity was 
observed as a  consequence of com post application. M anganese 
concentrations decreased in soybean tissue (Sims and Kline, 1991) due to the 
soil Mn being converted to less available forms at a  higher soil pH (Shuman 
and Anderson, 1978; Sims, 1986). In addition, Purves (1973) reported that 
com posts may increase plant absorption of B to excessive levels, creating 
symptoms of intense phytotoxicity.
The application of com post increased som e non-essential heavy metals. 
These included Ni in plant tissue of wheat and soybeans (Sims and Kline,
1991), Cr in maize crops (Mortvedt and Giordano, 1975), and Cd in sugarcane, 
corn, wheat, barley, and oats (King etal., 1977; W atanabeand Kurihara, 1982). 
However, Pb in ryegrass, Ni in soybean seeds, and Cd and Ni in tobacco and
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peanut tops decreased following compost application due to increased soil pH 
(Liebhardt and Koske, 1974; King and Hajjar, 1990; Sims and Kline, 1991).
There is limited information on the effect of com posted municipal solid 
waste and sew age sludge together on crops and much less for sugarcane. 
Because of this lack of research data and a need to determine the potential 
benefits of applying com posted wastes to agricultural lands instead of 
landfilling, a  research project was undertaken to evaluate com posted municipal 
waste application on soils growing sugarcane. The objective of this study was 
to determine the effects of composted municipal waste and fertilizer on 
elemental concentrations of sugarcane plant tissue and sugar juice, and 
sugarcane yield.
3.2. Materials and Method
3.2.1. Soil, compost, field experiment, and sample collection
Details for the soils, compost, field experiment, and soil sample 
collection are discussed in chapter 2 .
Plant leaf sam ples at the third mature leaf from the top of the sugarcane 
plant were collected in late-July each year for all the studies. Three leaves 
were collected from each row of a  plot for the Baldwin soil I. For the Baldwin 
soil II and the Memphis soil, three leaves were taken from the each middle 
three rows of a  plot. Sugarcane was harvested in December and weighted. 
A ten stalk sample was taken from each plot to crush for sugar juice.
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3.2.2. Chemical analysis
The fresh non-washed leaf sam ples were oven dried (overnight) at 70 °C 
and ground to pass through a  40 mesh screen. The samples were digested 
in concentrated HN03 and elemental concentrations were determined using an 
inductively coupled plasma (ICP) spectrometry (Feagley et al., 1994). Plant 
tissue N was determined by the Kjeldahl method (Nelson and Sommers, 1973). 
Sugar juice was analyzed by the sam e method as  the leaf samples. Soil 
analyses were done as described in Chapter 2.
3.2.3. Statistical analysis
Statistical analyses were done as  described in Chapter 2 except soil 
depth was not a  variable.
3.3. Results and Discussion
3.3.1. Baldwin soil I
3.3.1.1. Plant tissue
Compost application had no significant effect on uptake of any of the 
plant nutrients except Cu, which was significantly higher for the 11.2 Mg/ha 
com post treatment than for the control, but had no significant difference 
between the control and the 22.4 Mg/ha compost treatment (Table 3.1). Also, 
there were no significant interactions between com post rate and fertilizer rate
Table 3.1. Effect of compost rate on the nutrients of plant tissue.
Compost N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu B
Mg/kg __  O/ - my/Ky -
0 1.26af 0.20a 1.60a 0.16a 0.23a 0.13a 98.1a 58.6a 19.8a 7.68b 6.90a
11.2 1.25a 0.20a 1.61a 0.16a 0.24a 0.13a 99.8a 55.4a 21.7a 9.34a 6.81a
22.4 1.26a 0.20a 1.62a 0.16a 0.24a 0.13a 94.2a 58.6a 19.0a 7.99ab 6.61a
P > F t 0.09
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level according 
to Duncan's multiple range test. Values represent averages as a  function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and 
sampling time.
t  P>F is probability by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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for the plant tissue N, P, K, and S (Table 3.2). The increased plant tissue Cu 
for the 11.2 Mg/ha com post treatment is due to the added Cu from the 
compost. However, at the 22.4 Mg/ha com post rate, the soil pH and organic 
matter may have increased to a  point which substantially decreased the 
bioavailability of soil Cu. Since the toxic level of Cu in plant tissue is 2 0 -1 0 0  
mg/kg (Kabata-Pendias and Pendias, 1992), the increased plant tissue Cu 
would not affect the sugarcane growth.
Other non-essential heavy metals (Cd, Pb, Co, As, Cr) were not 
assimilated into the plant tissue in concentrations that would cause any 
environmental problems due to the compost application. For most tissue 
samples, the concentrations of these heavy metals were below the ICP 
detection limits (Cd<0.03, Pb<0.43, Co<0.08, As<0.32, and Cr<0.04 mg/kg). 
The tolerance levels of these metals for agronomic crops are 3 mg/kg for Cd, 
10 mg/kg for Pb, 5 mg/kg for Co, and 2 mg/kg Cr. There is no tolerance level 
for As, but the As toxic level for medium tolerant plant species is 5-20 mg/kg. 
(Kabata-Pendias and Pendias, 1992). Therefore, this compost should not affect 
plant growth with regards to possible heavy metal contamination.
The fertilizer increased plant tissue N in 1993 and 1994, but not in 1991 
and 1992 (Fig. 3.1), which indicates that the responses of the stubble cane 
crops to added N fertilizer were greater than plant cane. Although the plant N 
increased, the levels of plant N were still lower than the sufficient level (1.5%; 
Sedberry et al., 1987).












0 1.16 1.12 1.17 0.20 0.20
. . . . . . . . .  /o
0.21 1.54 1.56 1.55 0.16 0.16 0.17
0.5x 1.28 1.26 1.24 0.20 0.21 0.19 1.60 1.65 1.62 0.16 0.16 0.16
0.5x+ 1.26 1.26 1.28 0.20 0.20 0.21 1.54 1.60 1.61 0.16 0.17 0.16
1x 1.36 1.35 1.33 0.20 0.20 0.20 1.71 1.63 1.69 0.15 0.15 0.16
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg fC,0 per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg KaO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg ICA and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 
1994.










0 0.5x 0.5x+ 1x
r









0 0.5x 0.5x+ 1x
Fertilizer rate
Figure 3.1. Effect of fertilizer rate on (a) plant tissue N, (b) cane yield, 
and (c) sugar yield. The * and NS are significant and not significant 
at P<0.05, respectively. See Table 2.1 for fertilizer rates. The vertical 
bars are standard error of the mean.
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The P fertilizer addition did not significantly affect on plant tissue P 
(Table 3.3), which is due to the high initial soil P (189 mg/kg) (Peevy, 1972). 
The plant tissue P was 0.20% for both fertilizer rates. This value is higher than 
the sufficient plant tissue P level (0.18%; Sedberry et al., 1987).
The fertilizer addition significantly increased plant tissue K (Table 3.3). 
This was predicted from the low soil K based on the soil test levels (Peevy, 
1972). The plant tissue K ranged from 1.55 to 1.67% as  a function of fertilizer 
rate. According to Sedberry et al. (1987), the sufficient level of plant tissue K 
is 1.25%. Thus, the fertilizer addition appears to be adequate for the sugarcane 
growth. The plant tissue K decreased from 1.91% in 1991 to 1.30% in 1994. 
This observation indicates that fertilizer application is more important for stubble 
cane than for plant cane.
Plant tissue S (Table 3.3) had no significant changes following the 
fertilizer addition. The plant tissue S concentrations were close to 0.15%, the 
sufficient level of sugarcane (Sedberry et al., 1987).
There were significant increases for plant tissue Ca and Mg resulting 
from the fertilizer application (Table 3.3). The Ca was added with the P and S 
fertilizer. The concentrations of plant tissue Ca and Mg, in most cases, were 
slightly lower than the sufficient levels of 0.25% for Ca and 0.15% for Mg 
(Sedberry et al., 1987).
The fertilizer addition did not significantly change the concentrations of 
plant tissue Mn, Fe, Zn, Cu, and B (Table 3.3). The plant tissue Mn, Fe, Cu,
Table 3.3. Effect of fertilizer rate on the nutrient concentrations of plant tissue.
Fertilizer!- N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu B
° A -  - -  i i i y / f t y  *
0 1.15c* 0.20a 1.55b 0.16a 0.22b 0.12b 95.4a 50.7a 18.4a 7.92a 7.31a
0.5x 1.26b 0.20a 1.62ab 0.16a 0.24ab 0.13a 96.5a 55.8a 20.2a 8.00a 7.22a
0.5x+ 1.27b 0.20a 1.58b 0.16a 0.25a 0.14a 97.8a 54.8a 19.9a 7.93a 6.35a
1x 1.35a 0.20a 1.67a 0.16a 0.24ab 0.14a 99.7a 58.1a 22.2a 9.47a 6 .22a
P>F§ 0.001 0.03 0.10 0.004
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 51 and 90 kg KgO per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg Kj>0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg Kj>0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 
1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. 
The 0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, 
and 1994.
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level according 
to Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as  a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate 
and sampling time.
§P > F  is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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and B were higher than the sufficient levels (25 mg/kg for Mn, 20 mg/kg for Fe, 
6 mg/kg for Cu, and 5 mg/kg for B; Sedberry et al., 1987). While the plant Zn 
was slightly lower than the sufficient level (20 mg/kg; Sedberry et al., 1987).
3.3.1.2. Sugar juice
There were no significant differences between com post rates for any of 
the elements in sugar juice except for Mg, which significantly increased for the
22.4 Mg/ha com post treatment (Table 3.4). Also, no significant interactions 
between com post rate and fertilizer rate were noted for sugar juice P, K, and 
S (Table 3.5).
The fertilizer addition significantly decreased sugar juice P and S, but did 
not affect sugar juice K and Na (Table 3.6). The decreases of sugar juice P 
and S may result from a  dilution effect since sugar yields were higher for the 
fertilizer treatment than for the control (Fig. 3.1). The concentrations of sugar 
juice Ca and Mg increased following the fertilizer addition (Table 3.6).
The fertilizer addition significantly decreased sugar juice Zn (Table 3.6). 
This may be due to an antagonistic effect between Zn and Ca (Marscher,
1986). The higher concentration of Ca in the fertilizer treatment reduced the Zn 
uptake. Sugar juice Fe, Mn, Cu, and B concentrations did not significantly 
change due to the fertilization (Table 3.6).
Table 3.4. Effect of com post rate on elemental concentrations in sugar juice.









































t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as  a  function of com post rate across fertilizer rate and 
sampling time.
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.









0 425 455 448 1884 2202 1722 299 322 303
0.5x 335 323 335 1762 1530 1585 267 261 284
0.5x+ 340 340 318 1623 1605 1486 274 281 278
1x 294 290 281 2017 1691 1473 273 212 247
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg KgO per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 
1994.
t  Compost rate (Mg/ha).
Table 3.6. Effect of fertilizer rate on the elemental concentrations of sugar juice.
Fertilizerf P K S
0 442af 1936a 308a
0.5x 331b 1626a 271 ab
0.5x+ 333b 1571a 278ab
1x 288c 1727a 244b
P>F§ 0.001 0.01
Ca Mg Na Fe
mg/kg
124b 141c 3.13a 14.4a
146a 160b 2.65a 13.4a
155a 171a 2.78a 15.1a
141a 163ab 2.88a 14.2a
0.004 0.001
Mn Zn Cu B
4.96a 4.98a 0.62a 0.36a
4.23a 3.14bc 0.60a 0.12a
4.09a 3.34b 0.68a 0.27a
3.73a 2.64c 0.58a 0.41a
0.0001
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg KLp per hectare in 1991,134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg ic p , and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg icp , and 27 kg S per hectare in 
1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. 
The 0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, 
and 1994.
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level according 
to Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate 
and sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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3.3.1.3. Yield
The com post application did not significantly change cane and sugar 
yields (Table 3.7 and 3.8). In most cases, however, the cane and sugar yields 
for the com post application treatments were higher than for the control 
treatment. This may indicate that higher rates of com post application would 
significantly increase cane and sugar yields.
The fertilizer significantly increased both cane and sugar yields each year 
(Fig. 3.1). The amounts of the yield increases due to the fertilizer were greater 
for the stubble cane than for the plant cane. Least squares m eans tests 
(P<0.05) showed that the yields for the control treatment were significant lower 
than the yields for the 1x fertilizer treatment, but no significant difference 
between 0.5x and 1x fertilizer treatments. Also, least squares m eans tests 
(P<0.05) showed that the response of both cane and sugar yields for treatment 
with 0.5x fertilizer were not significantly different from the treatment with 0.5x+ 
fertilizer plus 2.24 Mg/ha compost. This suggests that 2.24 Mg/ha com post 
addition in the spring had no beneficial effect on cane and sugar yields.
Although the interaction between com post rate and fertilizer rate was not 
significant, the cane and sugar yields tended to increase with increasing 
com post rates for the 1x fertilizer treatment each year, but not for the 0, 0.5x, 
and 0.5x+ fertilizer treatments (Table 3.7 and 3.8). This may indicate that the 
com post and fertilizer can synergistically increase cane and sugar yields.
Table 3.7. Effect of compost rate, fertilizer rate, and time on cane yield.
Fertilizerf 1991 1992 1993 1994
Of 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 Mean§
0 68.5 74.8 68.3 36.3 38.5 37.9 44.8 42.3 43.5 31.6 34.5 34.3 46.1
0.5x 79.1 82.0 81.3 56.0 52.0 53.5 61.4 59.6 58.5 61.4 65.6 64.1 64.5
0.5X+ 76.6 79.1 78.8 55.6 58.2 55.6 61.8 60.3 64.5 61.4 60.5 61.8 64.5
1x 82.0 84.7 89.4 58.0 60.3 61.4 65.2 67.9 73.5 69.4 70.8 71.2 71.0
Avg.U 76.6 80.2 79.5 51.5 52.3 52.1 58.3 57.5 60.0 56.0 57.9 57.9
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg K^O per hectare in 1991, 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg KjjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg fCp, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha com post applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 
1994.
t  Compost rate (Mg/ha).
§ Each value is an average of cane yield as  a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and sampling time.
U Each value is an average of cane yield as  a  function of com post rate by sampling time across fertilizer rate.
Table 3.8. Effect of compost rate, fertilizer rate, and time on sugar yield.
Fertilizerf 1991 1992 1993 1994
Of 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 0 11.2 22.4 Mean§
Mg/ha
0 6.17 6.63 6.05 3.77 3.95 3.95 3.85 3.58 3.92 2.87 3.29 3.20 4.27
0.5x 7.30 7.61 7.64 5.95 5.47 5.68 5.11 5.24 5.05 5.87 6.56 6.28 6.15
0.5x+ 7.24 7.42 6.87 5.84 6.30 5.62 5.59 5.17 5.59 5.47 5.84 5.62 6.05
1x 7.67 8.29 8.48 6.16 6.21 6.30 5.89 6.12 6.56 6.33 6.68 6.97 6.81
Avg.U 7.10 7.49 7.26 5.43 5.48 5.39 5.11 5.03 5.28 5.14 5.59 5.52
f  Fertilizer rates were based on 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, and 90 kg K p  per hectare in 1991, 134 kg N, 67 kg P20 5, 90 
kg KjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1992, and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 
and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0.5x rate received half this amount; and the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. The 
0.5x+ was a  combination of fertilizer rate 0.5x and 2.24 Mg/ha compost applied in April of 1991, 1992, 1993, and 
1994.
f  Compost rate (Mg/ha).
§ Each value is an average of cane yield as  a  function of fertilizer rate across com post rate and sampling time.
11 Each value is an average of cane yield as  a  function of compost rate by sampling time across fertilizer rate.
The correlation analyses between average cane yield (Table 3.7) and 
average plant tissue N, P, K, and S as  a  function of fertilizer rate (Table 3.3) 
showed that the only plant tissue N had a  significantly positive correlation with 
the cane yields (Fig. 3.2). This may indicate that N was the limiting nutrient for 
sugarcane growth and yields.
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Figure 3.2. The correlation between plant tissue N and cane yield as 
a function of fertilizer rate. The ** is significant at P<0.01.
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3.3.2. Baldwin soil II
3.3.2.1. Plant tissu e
The com post (Table 3.9) and fertilizer (Table 3.10) application 
significantly increased plant tissue N. A significant interaction between fertilizer 
rate and sampling time showed that the fertilizer increased plant tissue N in 
1993 and 1994, but not in 1992 (Fig. 3.3). This indicates that the soil available 
N decreased with time for the no fertilizer treatment. The responses of the 
stubble cane crops to added N fertilizer were greater than plant cane. There 
was no significant interaction between compost rate and fertilizer rate for plant 
tissue N (Table 3.11). Although the plant N increased, the levels were lower 
than the sufficient level (1.5%; Sedberry et al., 1987).
The com post application did not significantly change plant tissue P, 
which ranged from 0.25 to 0.27% as a  function of com post rate (Table 3.9). 
The fertilization had a  significant negative effect on plant tissue P (Table 3.10). 
This negative effect may be due to a dilution effect as  a  result of higher 
sugarcane production from the fertilizer treatment than from the control. 
Another possible explanation is that the fertilizer addition decreased the soil pH 
from 6.8 for the control to 6.3 at the 0-15 cm layer. Since phosphate solubility 
is highest at pH values between 6.5 and 7 (Troeh and Thompson, 1993), the 
decreased pH would decrease the bioavailability of P. Despite this decrease, 
the plant tissue P was higher than sufficient level of plant tissue P (0.18%; 
Sedberry et al., 1987). Therefore, the decrease should not affect plant growth.
Table 3.9. Effect of compost rate on elemental concentrations in plant tissue.
Compost N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu B Ni
°A
0 1.25cf 0.26a 1.69b 0.16b 0.23a 0.13a 41.9a 44.8a 18.0a 5.01a 6.82bc 0.76a
44.8 1.26bc 0.26a 1.78a 0.16b 0.22a 0.13a 34.9b 45.3a 20.2a 5.17a 7.75ab 0.61a
89.6 1,30abc 0.26a 1.80a 0.16b 0.22a 0.12a 30.2bc 43.8a 20.1a 5.09a 6.11c 0.46a
134.4 1.32a 0.26a 1.79a 0.16b 0.22a 0.13a 27.2cd 43.6a 18.9a 5.18a 6.44bc 0.82a
179.2 1.29abc 0.27a 1.80a 0.18a 0.23a 0.13a 25.8cd 46.6a 18.2a 5.34a 8.61a 0.33a
224.0 1.32ab 0.25a 1.74ab 0.17ab 0.23a 0.13a 23.8d 47.3a 18.8a 5.16a 6.13c 0.52a
P>F* 0.08 0.05 0.001 0.0001 0.004
t  Numbers within a column with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s multiple range 
test. Values represent the averages as a function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time. 
tP > F  is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.10. Effect of fertilizer rate on nutrient concentrations of plant tissue.
Fertilizert N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu
0 1.23bt 0.28a
---------- %_
1.81a 0.17a 0.21b 0.12b 43.3a
- mg/kg -  
29.9a 18.8a 4.88b
1x 1.35a 0.24b 1.80a 0.17a 0.23a 0.14a 47.1a 31.4a 19.3a 5.44a
P>F§ 0.0001 0.0001 0.02 0.0001 0.0001
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, and 134 kg fC.0 per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer, 
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and 
sampling time.
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Figure 3.3. Plant tissue (a) N as  a function of fertilizer by time and 
(b) Mn as a function of compost by time. The * and ** is significant 
at P<0.01 and 0.01, respectively. The vertical bars are standard 
error of the mean. See Table 2.2 for fertilizer rates.
Table 3.11. Effect of compost rate by fertilizer rate on plant tissue N, P, K, and S.
Compost rate N P K S
Of 1x 0 1x 0 1x 0 1x
Mg/ha
0
O/ . . . .
1.18 1.33 0.28 0.24 1.71 1.67 0.16 0.16
44.8 1.18 1.33 0.28 0.24 1.74 1.82 0.16 0.17
89.6 1.26 1.35 0.28 0.24 1.82 1.77 0.17 0.17
134.4 1.25 1.39 0.27 0.24 1.85 1.72 0.17 0.17
179.2 1.25 1.32 0.28 0.24 1.77 1.82 0.18 0.18
224.0 1.27 1.37 0.27 0.23 1.78 1.71 0.18 0.17
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg ICjO per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
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The com post application significantly increased plant tissue K and the 
increased amounts ranged from 0.05 to 0.11 % (Table 3.9). According to 
Sedberry et al. (1987), the sufficient level of plant tissue K is 1.25%. The 
increase of plant tissue K appears to be in excess of the requirement for 
sufficient sugarcane growth. The fertilizer addition had no effect on plant tissue 
K (Table 3.10). The plant tissue K decreased from 1.83% in 1992 to 1.65% in 
1994.
The com post application significantly increased the plant tissue S (Table 
3.9). The fertilizer addition had not affect on plant tissue S (Table 3.10). The 
plant tissue S concentrations were slightly higher than the sufficient level of 
sugarcane (0.15%; Sedberry et al., 1987) (Table 3.10).
There were no significant differences between the com post rates for 
plant tissue Ca or Mg (Table 3.9). However, the fertilizer addition increased the 
plant tissue Ca and Mg (Table 3.10). Calcium was added with the P and S 
fertilizer. The concentrations of plant tissue Ca and Mg, in most cases, are 
slightly lower than the sufficient levels of 0.25% for Ca and 0.15% for Mg 
(Sedberry et al., 1987).
Plant tissue Mn decreased linearly as the com post rates increased in 
1993 and 1994, but not in 1992 (Fig. 3.3). Similar decreases of plant Mn 
following com post application have been reported in wheat (Sims, 1990) and 
soybean (Sims and Kline, 1991). The decreased concentrations of plant Mn
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were caused by the increased soil pH associated with com post application, 
which reduced the availability of Mn in the soils (Shuman and Anderson, 1978; 
Sims, 1986). The decrease of plant Mn would decrease the probability of Mn 
toxicity, but would not lead to Mn deficiency based on reported sufficient levels 
of plant Mn, 25 mg/kg, for sugarcane (Sedberry et al., 1987). Higher rates of 
com post application, however, may result in Mn deficiency. M anganese toxic 
level for sugarcane was not found in literatures, but for mid-tolerant crops, the 
toxic level of Mn is 400-1000 mg/kg within plant tissue (Kabata-Pendias and 
Pendias, 1992). The tissue Mn concentrations reported for this study were 
greater than the sufficient level, but much less than the reported toxic levels.
The com post application had no significant effect on plant tissue Fe, Zn, 
and Cu (Table 3.9). The concentrations of these metals for plant tissue as  a  
function of compost rate ranged from 43.6 to 47.3 mg/kg for Fe, 18.0 to 20.2 
mg/kg for Zn, and 5.01 to 5.34 mg/kg for Cu. The fertilizer addition increased 
plant tissue Cu, but not Fe and Zn (Table 3.10). The Cu increase may be a  
result of decreased soil pH following the fertilizer addition. In most cases, the 
concentrations of plant tissue Zn and Cu were lower than the sufficient levels 
(20 mg/kg for Zn and 6 mg/kg for Cu; Sedberry et al., 1987), while the 
concentrations of plant tissue Fe were higher than the sufficient level (20 
mg/kg; Sedberry et al., 1987).
119
For plant tissue B, although there were significant differences between 
the com post rates, there was not a  trend to described the changes (Table 3.9). 
The plant tissue B, as  a  function of com post rate, ranged from 6.1 to 8.6 
mg/kg, which was higher than the sufficient level (5 mg/kg; Sedberry et al.,
1987). The fertilizer application had no effect on plant tissue B.
The concentrations of plant tissue Ni ranged from 0.33 to 0.82 mg/kg as 
a  function of com post rate (Table 3.9). This was in the normal range of plant 
tissue Ni (0.1 to 5 mg/kg; Kabata-Pendias and Pendias, 1992).
Other non-essential heavy metals (Cd, Pb, Co, As, and Cr) in plant tissue 
were not affected by the com post or fertilizer application. In m ost tissue 
samples, the concentrations of these heavy were below the ICP detection limits 
(Cd<0.03, Pb<0.43, Co<0.08, As<0.32, and Cr<0.04 mg/kg). The tolerable 
levels of these metals for agronomic crops are 3 mg/kg for Cd, 10 mg/kg for 
Pb, 5 mg/kg for Co, and 2 mg/kg Cr, and there is no tolerable level for As, but 
As toxic level for medium tolerant plant species is 5-20 mg/kg. (Kabata-Pendias 
and Pendias, 1992). Therefore, application of this com post up to 224 Mg/ha 
should not affect the plant growth.
3.3.2.2. Sugar Juice
The effects of com post and fertilizer rates on elemental concentrations 
of sugar juice are presented in Table 3.12 and 3.13, respectively. The effect of 
com post by fertilizer on sugar juice P, K, and S is presented in Table 3.14. The
Table 3.12. Effect of compost rate on elemental concentrations in sugar juice.
Compost P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu
Mg/ha --------------------------------------------------------- mg/kg----------------------------------------------------------------------
0 306af 2145a 346b 134ab 189ab 1.91a 8.49a 2.43ab 0.32a
44.8 310a 2328a 398a 135ab 190ab 1.25b 8.93a 2.47ab 0.33a
89.6 309a 2492a 422a 150a 205a 1.24b 13.60a 2.64a 0.37a
134.4 305a 2306a 399a 132ab 186ab 0.97b 8.98a 2.31 ab 0.35a
179.2 299a 2276a 420a 125b 179b 0.80b 9.41a 2.35ab 0.31a
224.0 287a 2405a 417a 135ab 191ab 0.85b 12.70a 2.17b 0.34a
P>F* 0.0003 0.0002
t  Numbers within a column with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s multiple range 
test. Values represent the averages as a function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time. 
tP > F  is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.13. Effect of fertilizer rate on nutrients in sugar juice.
Fertilizerf P K S Ca Mg Fe Mn Zn Cu
- my/Ky - —
0 348at 2343a 421a 121b 174b 9.19a 1.17a 2.91a 0.35a
1x 257b 2308a 379b 149a 206a 11.50a 1.17a 1.87b 0.35a
P>F§ 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg ICp per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg KjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer, 
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and 
sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.14. Effect of com post rate by fertilizer rate on sugar juice P, K, and S.
Compost rate P K S
° t 1x 0 1x 0 1x
Mg/ha
0 363 248 2233
- mg/Kg -
2058 385 308
44.8 366 253 2443 2214 414 381
89.6 356 261 2443 2541 433 412
134.4 352 258 2343 2268 420 377
179.2 326 271 2262 2291 433 407
224.0 324 250 2334 2476 445 389
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg KjO per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5l 134 kg KjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
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sugar juice P (ranged from 287 to 310 mg/kg) and K (ranged from 2146 to 
2492 mg/kg) had no significant changes associated with the com post rates 
(Table 3.12). The fertilizer addition significantly decreased sugar juice P, but 
did not affect the sugar juice K (Table 3.13). The decreased sugar juice P may 
result from a  dilution effect since the sugar yields were higher for the fertilizer 
treatment than for the control.
The concentration of sugar juice S for the control (346 mg/kg) was 
significantly lower than those for all treatments with com post (ranging from 397 
to 422 mg/kg), which were not significantly different from each other. Howeyer, 
the fertilizer addition significantly decreased sugar juice S (Table 3.12). This 
may be also attributed to the dilution effect. In addition, this corresponds to the 
decrease of P, since S and P are essential constituents of protein and 
assimilated into organic structures in relatively fixed proportions, the decrease 
of one of the elements will lead to the decrease of the other element (Troeh 
and Thompson, 1993). No significant interactions between com post and 
fertilizer rates were found for the sugar juice P, K, and S (Table 3.14).
Sugar juice Ca and Mg did not significantly increased following the 
com post application (Table 3.12). But, the fertilizer addition increased Ca and 
Mg (Table 3.13).
The com post application had small effect on sugar juice Fe (from 8.49 
to 13.6 mg/kg), Zn (from 2.17 to 2.64 mg/kg), and Cu (from 0.31 to 0.37 mg/kg) 
(Table 3.12). But sugar juice Mn from the control treatment (1.90 mg/kg) was
124
significantly higher than those from all com post treatments (ranged from 0.80 
to 1.25 mg/kg). This resulted from the increased soil pH due to the compost, 
which decreases the extractable soil Mn. The fertilizer addition significantly 
decreased sugar juice Zn, but did not change sugar juice Fe, Mn, and Cu 
(Table 3.13). The possible explanation for the decreased Zn is an antagonistic 
effect between Zn and Ca (Marschner, 1986). The concentrations of B and 
non-essential heavy metals in sugar juice were not affected by the com post or 
fertilizer application. In most cases, they were below the ICP detection limits 
(B<0.07, Cd<0.03, Pb<0.43, Co<0.08, As<0.32, and Cr<0.04 mg/kg).
3.3.2.3. Yield
The effects of com post rate, fertilizer rate, and sampling time on cane 
and sugar yields are presented in Table 3.15 and 3.16, respectively. Data in 
Fig 3.4 showed that the com post only increased cane and sugar yields for the 
control treatment each year, but not for the fertilizer treatment. Least squares 
tests (P<0.05) showed that the sugar yields for the 134.4 Mg/ha or above 
com post treatments without fertilizer were not significantly different from the 
correspondent com post treatments with fertilizer. These results indicate that
134.4 Mg/ha or higher compost application can replace the 1x rate of fertilizer 
addition. Also, the nutrients added from com post would be in excess of 
requirement for good crop growth if the 1x rate of fertilizer is applied.
The cane and sugar yields were significantly higher for the fertilizer 
treatments than for the control each year (Fig. 3.5). The cane and sugar yields
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Mg/ha -  
59.2 74.9 57.0 85.6
44.8 60.0 67.0 59.8 74.6 60.5 84.7
89.6 63.4 73.0 63.4 73.7 66.5 82.9
134.4 69.4 71.7 68.8 74.4 71.5 79.5
179.2 70.1 75.9 67.2 75.5 75.9 86.5
224.0 73.7 77.5 69.0 74.6 76.6 80.9
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg K fi per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg KaO, and 27 kg S per 
hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
Table 3.16. Effect of com post rate x fertilizer rate x time on sugar yield.
Compost rate 1992 1993 1994
Of 1x 0 1x 0 1x
0 5.97 8.06 5.80 7.68 5.32 8.41
44.8 6.01 6.88 5.61 7.93 5.27 8.96
89.6 6.05 7.22 6.13 7.46 6.31 8.20
134.4 7.04 6.97 6.71 7.50 6.96 7.84
179.2 6.90 7.43 6.64 7.82 7.16 8.94
224.0 7.30 7.56 6.92 7.30 7.23 7.74
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg Kj,0 per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P2Os, 134 kg 1^,0, and 27 kg S per 
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Figure 3.4. Effect of compost by fertilizer on (a) cane yield and (b) sugar yield. 
The F is fertilizer (see Table 2.2 for fertilizer rates). The ** is significant at 




































Figure 3.5. Effect of fertilizer by time on (a) cane yield and (b) sugar 
yield . The F is fertilizer (see Table 2.2 for rates). The * and NS are 
significant and no siginificant at P<0.05, respectively. The vertical 
bars are standard error of the mean.
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increased with time for the fertilizer treatment, but there were no significant 
changes for the control. This suggests that fertility of the soil is high and the 
soil can supply nutrients not only to plant cane but also to stubble cane. Also, 
the fertilizer addition had a  residual effect that increased yields with time.
S.3.2.4. Correlations between soil and plant for selected parameters
The com post application increased soil pH, total N, exchangeable K, and 
extractable P, Cu, and Zn, but decreased extractable Mn for the 0-15 cm depth 
(Table 3.17). The correlations between the elemental concentrations of the 
plant tissue (Table 3.9) and sugar juice (Table 3.12) and soil (Table 3.17) as  a  
function of com post rate showed that the plant tissue N linearly increased as 
the soil total N increased (Fig. 3.6). Also, plant tissue Mn was significantly 
correlated with the soil pH (Fig. 3.6). This supports the decrease of plant tissue 
Mn as a  result of increase of soil pH.
However, no correlations between plant tissue and sugar juice contents 
and soil contents were found for any other elements. This indicates that most 
of the increased elemental concentrations within the soils can not account for 
the amounts taken up by the sugarcane plant. The explanation for P may be 
that the soil extractable P concentration for the control was sufficient for plant 
growth and the increased P was in excess of the plant requirement. This is 
supported by Golden (1983), who reported that the effect of P fertilizer on 
sugarcane yield and P concentration in plant tissue was not significant in soils
Table 3.17. Effect of compost rate on selected soil parameters for the 0-15 cm depth.
Compost pH N P K Mn Zn Cu
Mn/hfl % ------ rng/ Kg —
0 6.03bf 0.15d 457d 151e 18.8a 1.54f 2.25e
44.8 6.52a 0.16d 464d 173ed 14.2b 3.73e 2.93d
89.6 6.50a 0.19c 539cd 195cd 13.2bc 5.17d 3.33d
134.4 6.75a 0.21 be 592bc 213bc 12.1cd 7.18c 4.10c
179.2 6.99a 0.22ab 636ab 230ab 11.1d 8.66b 4.61b
224.0 6.84a 0.24a 713a 252a 10.5d 10.50a 5.24a
P>F± 0.001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and 
sampling time. 
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Figure 3.6. The correlations between plant tissue (a) N and total 
soil N and (b) Mn and soil pH. The * and ** are significant at 
P<0.05 and P<0.01, respectively.
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with high available P (228 mg/kg). For Zn and Cu, it may be attributed to the 
treatments with different pH and organic matter contents associated with the 
com post application. The availability of elements from soils primarily depends 
on the ion activity of the elements in soil suspension. The activity of an ion in 
a  soil-water system can be  described by the equation from Baker and Low 
(1970):
A, = rA  (3.1)
where A, is the activity or effective concentration of ion i; r, is the activity 
coefficient for ion i in the system; and C, is the labile concentration of ion i. Soil 
pH and organic mater have a  substantial effect on r, for trace metals. Thus, soil 
test results, even for those that remove a  constant fraction of the labile form of 
the elements can not be expected to provide an accurate prediction of trace 
metal availability for soils which differ in pH and organic matter (Baker and 
Amacher, 1982). Thus, the DTPA method for extractable metals may not have 
a predictive ability for the sugarcane plant uptake of metals under the field 
conditions. Monitoring of soil solution ion activity or a  buffering index may 
improve predictions of plant uptake of metal ions (Minnich et al., 1987). 
Therefore, it is necessary to conduct further research to find suitable extractants 
or procedures which can predict the responses of sugarcane plants to the 
changes of metal concentrations in com post am ended soils.
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3.3.2.5. Comparison between the experiments on the Baldwin soil I and
Baldwin soil II
Different responses to com post application in sugarcane growth and 
yields between the Baldwin soils may be due to the application rates. Based 
on the initial soil analyses, the current fertility of the Baldwin soil I is lower than 
the Baldwin soil II. Thus, the rate of com post application for the Baldwin soil 
I needs to be higher than 134.4 Mg/ha to obtain the sam e level of sugarcane 
production as from the Baldwin soil II.
3.3.3. Memphis soil
3.3.3.1. Plant tissue
The effects of com post and fertilizer rates on elemental concentrations 
of plant tissue are presented in Table 3.18 and 3.19, respectively. The effect 
of the com post rate x fertilizer rate interaction on elemental concentrations of 
plant tissue is presented in Table 3.20. The com post application did not affect 
plant tissue N, which ranged from 1.29 to 1.31% (Table 3.18). But, fertilizer 
addition significantly increased plant tissue N (Table 3.19). Plant tissue N for 
the stubble cane did not significantly decrease. The average plant tissue N 
concentrations as a  function of fertilizer rate were 1.32% in 1992, 1.22% in 
1993, and 1.36% in 1994. In all cases, the plant N levels were lower than the 
sufficient level (1.5%; Sedberry et al., 1987). There was no significant 
interaction between com post rate and fertilizer rate for plant tissue N (Table 
3.20).
Table 3.18. Effect of compost rate on elemental concentrations in plant tissue.
Compost N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu B Ni
- o/ ... ____
0 1.29a 0.22a 1.56c 0.13b 0.25a 0.13a 83.2a 38.9a 20.0a 5.00a 7.18a 0.21a
33.6 1.30a 0.22a 1.55c 0.13b 0.25a 0.13a 74.1 ab 41.7a 16.4b 4.85a 8.49a 0.30a
67.2 1.29a 0.22a 1.58bc 0.13b 0.25a 0.12a 75.4ab 38.4a 17.3ab 4.94a 8.64a 0.41a
100.8 1.31a 0.22a 1.62bc 0.14ab 0.24a 0.13a 73.8ab 45.1a 18.7ab 5.06a 9.66a 0.38a
134.4 1.30a 0.22a 1.75a 0.14ab 0.23a 0.13a 62.9b 41.0a 17.2ab 4.89a 6.73a 0.34a
168.0 1.29a 0.23a 1.71ab 0.15a 0.24a 0.14a 63.4b 40.9a 17.7ab 5.08a 9.95a 0.31a
P>F* 0.04 0.001 0.01
t  Numbers within a column with the same letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s multiple range 
test. Values represent the averages as a function of compost rate across fertilizer rate and sampling time. 
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.19. Effect of fertilizer rate on nutrient concentrations in plant tissue.
Fertilizerf N P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu


























t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5I and 134 kg fC.0 per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg Ks.0, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. 
$ Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and 
sampling time.
§ P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.20. Effect of com post rate by fertilizer rate on plant tissue N, P, K, and S.
Compost rate N P K S




1.26 1.32 0.22 0.22
/O ——
1.50 1.62 0.13 0.14
33.6 1.28 1.33 0.23 0.22 1.51 1.60 0.13 0.13
67.2 1.28 1.31 0.23 0.22 1.50 1.66 0.13 0.13
100.8 1.28 1.35 0.22 0.22 1.64 1.59 0.14 0.14
134.4 1.26 1.34 0.22 0.22 1.73 1.76 0.15 0.15
168.0 1.28 1.30 0.23 0.23 1.71 1.73 0.14 0.14
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5I and 134 kg I^O per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5I 134 kg KjjO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
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The plant tissue P did not change following the com post (Table 3.18) or 
fertilizer (Table 3.19) addition. This result was expected since the extractable 
soil P (80 mg/kg) was within the high range for this soil (Peevy, 1972). The 
plant tissue P concentrations were higher than the reported sufficient level of 
plant tissue P (0.18%; Sedberry etal., 1987). No significant interaction between 
com post rate and fertilizer rate was noted for plant tissue P (Table 3.20).
The com post application linearly increased plant tissue K (Fig. 3.7). 
According to Sedberry et al. (1987), the sufficient level of plant tissue K is 
1.25%, thus the increases of plant tissue K appear to be in excess of the 
requirement for sufficient sugarcane growth. The fertilizer addition, however, 
had no effect on plant tissue K (Table 3.19). No significant changes with time 
were noted for plant tissue K (from 1.64% in 1992 to 1.66% in 1994).
Plant tissue S ranged from 0.13 to 0.15% as a function of com post rate 
(Table 3.18). There were no significant differences between fertilizer rates for 
plant tissue S (Table 3.19). These plant tissue S concentrations were close or 
equal to 0.15% of the sufficient level (Sedberry et al., 1987).
There were no significant differences between the com post rates for 
plant tissue Ca (from 0.23 to 0.25%) and Mg (from 0.13 to 0.14%) (Table 3.18). 
Also, no significant changes were observed between the fertilizer rates for plant 
tissue Ca and Mg (Table 3.19). The concentrations of plant tissue Ca and Mg 
were close or equal to the sufficient levels of 0.25% for Ca and 0.15% for Mg 
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Figure 3.7. Effect of compost rate on plant tissue (a) K and 
(b) Mn. The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, 
respectively. The vertical bars are standard error of the 
mean.
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The decreased concentrations of plant Mn were noted following the 
com post application (Fig. 3.7). This may be due to increased pH following the 
com post addition. The com post application did not significantly change plant 
tissue Fe, Zn, and Cu (Table 3.18). The concentrations of plant tissue Zn and 
Cu were slightly lower than the sufficient level (20 mg/kg for Zn and 6 mg/kg 
for Cu; Sedberry et al., 1987). But, the Fe concentrations of the plant tissue 
were higher than the sufficient level (20 mg/kg; Sedberry et al., 1987). The 
fertilizer application did not significantly affect plant tissue Cu, Fe, and Zn 
(Table 3.19).
The com post and fertilizer application had no effect on plant tissue B, 
which ranged from 6.7 to 10.5 mg/kg (Table 3.18). These values were higher 
than the sufficient level (5 mg/kg; Sedberry et al., 1987). Plant tissue Ni ranged 
from 0.21 to 0.41 mg/kg as a  function of com post rate (Table 3.18). These 
were all in the normal range of plant tissue Ni (0.1 to 5 mg/kg; Kabata-Pendias 
and Pendias, 1992).
Other non-essential heavy metals (Cd, Pb, Co, As, Cr) in plant tissue 
were not affected by com post or fertilizer application. For most tissue samples, 
the concentrations of these heavy were below the ICP detection limits 
(Cd<0.03, Pb<0.43, Co<0.08, As<0.32, and Cr<0.04 mg/kg). The tolerance 
levels of these metals for agronomic crops are 3 mg/kg for Cd, 10 mg/kg for 
Pb, 5 mg/kg for Co, and 2 mg/kg for Cr. There is no tolerable level for As, but
139
the toxic level of As for medium tolerant plant species is 5-20 mg/kg (Kabata- 
Pendias and Pendias, 1992). Therefore, sugarcane growth should not be 
affected by heavy metal added from com post application.
3.3.3.2. Sugar juice
The effects of com post and fertilizer rates on elemental concentrations 
are presented in Table 3.21 and 3.22, respectively. The effect of com post rate 
by fertilizer rate is presented in Table 3.23. The com post application increased 
the sugar juice P concentrations from 209 for the control to 247 mg/kg for the 
168 Mg/ha com post treatment (Table 3.21). But the fertilizer addition had a 
negative effect on sugar juice P (Table 3.22). This may result from a  dilution 
effect since sugar yields were higher for the fertilizer treatment than for the 
control. No significant interaction between com post and fertilizer rates was 
noted for sugar juice P (Table 3.23).
The sugar juice K concentrations increased as  the com post rates 
increased (Fig. 3.8). But, the fertilizer application did not significantly affect 
sugar juice K (Table 3.22).
Although there were significant differences between the com post rates 
for plant tissue S, there was not a  pattern (Table 3.21). The plant tissue S 
concentrations ranged from 191 to 266 mg/kg as a  function of com post rate. 
The fertilizer addition had no effect on plant tissue S (Table 3.23).
Table 3.21. Effect of com post rate on elemental concentrations in sugar juice.
Compost P K S Ca Mg Mn Fe Zn Cu
Mn/hfl my/ivy
0 209b 1556c 192b 197a 214a 6.99a 12.00a 2.46a 0.42ab
33.6 230ab 1616bc 191b 189ab 217a 6.15ab 9.70a 1.78ab 0.37ab
67.2 235a 1561c 195b 189ab 216a 5.96b 9.02a 1.81ab 0.47a
100.8 227ab 1781abc 232ab 177abc 217a 5.60bc 8.97a 2.24ab 0.36ab
134.4 235a 2176a 266a 157c 198a 5.00c 9.32a 2.33ab 0.34b
168.0 247a 1985ab 225b 166bc 208a 4.78c 8.73a 1.65b 0.33b
P>F± 0.03 0.01 0.002 0.009 0.0004 0.13 0.11
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan’s  multiple range test. Values represent the averages as  a  function of com post rate across fertilizer rate and 
sampling time.
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
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Table 3.22. Effect of fertilizer rate on nutrients in sugar juice.
Fertilizert P K S Ca Mg Fe Mn Zn Cu B
0 249a* 1764a 216a 174a
—  mg/kg 
206a 9.57a 5.44b 2.05a 0.40a 0.20a
1x 213b 1795a 218a 184a 217a 9.69a 6.06a 2.03a 0.36a 0.23a
P>F§ 0.0001 0.02
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg KjO per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg KgO, and 27 kg S per hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer. 
$ Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level based on 
Duncan's multiple range test. Values represent the averages as a  function of fertilizer rate across compost rate and 
sampling time.
t  P>F is probability calculated by analysis of variance, presented for significant variables only.
Table 3.23. Effect of com post rate by fertilizer rate on sugar juice P, K, and S.
Compost rate P K S
Of 1x 0 1x 0 1x
Mg/ha
0 227 192 1585
- rng/i\y -
1526 179 206
33.6 253 207 1494 1738 189 192
67.2 264 206 1557 1565 193 196
100.8 236 219 1831 1731 239 226
134.4 256 214 2113 2240 265 267
168.0 255 240 2003 1968 229 222
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg K^O per hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg 






























0 30 60 90 120 150 180
Compost rate (Mg/ha)
Figure 3.8. Effect of compost rate on sugar juice (a) K across time, (b) 
Ca, and (c) Mg. The * and ** are significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, 
respectively. The vertical bars are standard error of the mean.
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A significant interaction between the com post rate and time showed that 
the com post decreased the sugar juice Ca in 1992, but not in 1993 and 1994 
(Fig. 3.8). The decrease of Ca may be caused by an antagonistic action 
promoted by the increasing K absorption. Also, a  significant interaction 
between fertilizer rate and time showed that the fertilizer increased sugar Ca 
from 207 to 232 mg/kg in 1993 and 143 to 161 mg/kg in 1994, but not in 1992 
(from 171 to 160 mg/kg). A significant decrease of sugar juice Mg was found 
in 1992, but not in 1993 and 1994 (Fig. 3.8). This may be attributed to an 
antagonistic action between the absorption of Mg and K. In addition, 
significant increases of sugar juice Mn were found in 1993 (from 232 to 249 
mg/kg) and 1994 (from 173 to 192 mg/kg), but not in 1992 (from 171 to 160) 
due to the fertilizer addition.
There were no trends to describe the changes of sugar juice Fe, Zn, and 
Cu as  a  function.of compost rate (Table 3.21). The values of these metals 
ranged from 8.73 to 12.0 mg/kg for Fe, 1.65 to 2.46 mg/kg for Zn, and 0.33 to 
0.47 mg/kg for Cu. However, the compost application significantly decreased 
sugar juice Mn (Fig. 3.9). Also, a  significant increase of sugar juice Mn was 
noted for the fertilizer treatment (Table 3.22). This is due to the decrease of pH 
following the fertilizer addition. The Fe, Cu, and B concentrations had no 
significant changes following the fertilizer addition.
The concentrations of non-essential heavy metals in sugar juice were not 
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Figure 3.9. Effect of compost rate on (a) sugar juice Mn and correlations 
between soil exchangeable K and (b) plant K and (c) sugar juice K. The * 
and ** are significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, respectively. The vertical bars 
are standard error of the mean.
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the ICP detection limits (CdcO.03, Pb<0.43, Co<0.08, As<0.32, and Cr<0.04 
mg/kg).
3.3.3.3. Yield
The effects of com post rate, fertilizer rate, and time on cane and sugar 
yields are presented in Table 3.24 and 3.25, respectively. The com post 
application did not affect average cane yields (from 65.6 to 69.2 Mg/ha) and 
sugar yields (from 6.78 to 7.20 Mg/ha) across fertilizer rate and sampling time. 
However, the fertilizer significantly increased the average cane yield from 66.1 
to 68.5 Mg/ha and sugar yield from 6.78 to 7.01 Mg/ha across com post rate 
and sampling time. The average cane (76.6 Mg/ha) and sugar (7.44 Mg/ha) 
yields were significant higher in 1994 than in 1992 (64.7 Mg/ha for cane yield 
and 6.52 Mg/ha sugar yield) and 1993 (60.5 Mg/ha for cane yield and 6.72 
Mg/ha for sugar yield) across com post and fertilizer rates.
5.3.3.4. Correlations betw een soil and  plant for se lec ted  param eters 
The soil pH, total N, exchangeable K, and extractable P and Cu
increased, while extractable Mn decreased as the com post rates increased 
(Table 3,26). The correlations between the average elemental concentrations 
for plant tissue (Table 3.18) and sugar juice (Table 3.21) and the soil (Table 
3.26) as a  function of com post rate showed that the plant tissue and sugar 
juice K increased as  soil exchangeable K increased (Fig. 3.9). Also, the sugar
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Table 3.24. Effects of com post rate, fertilizer rate, and time on cane yield.
Compost rate 1992 1993 1994
0 1x 0 1x 0 1x
■ Mg/ha 
57.60 60.3 62.5 61.8 73.0 78.4
33.6 64.7 69.2 60.9 57.3 72.8 77.7
67.2 59.8 65.0 58.9 60.7 73.9 81.1
100.8 68.8 68.1 58.9 63.8 73.5 81.5
134.4 63.4 65.6 62.0 59.1 82.7 74.6
168.0 66.1 64.7 60.7 63.4 70.8 78.0
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg KjO per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg K^O, and 27 kg S per 
hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
Table 3.25. Effects of com post rate, fertilizer rate, and time on sugar yield.
Compost rate 1992 1993 1994
0 1x 0 1x 0 1x
■ Mg/ha 
6.420 6.31 6.55 6.98 6.99 7.49
33.6 6.41 6.94 6.79 6.37 7.35 7.44
67.2 6.05 6.44 6.66 6.76 7.24 7.96
100.8 6.93 7.16 6.79 7.09 7.31 7.89
134.4 6.31 6.51 6.77 6.45 8.07 7.06
168.0 6.33 6.33 6.46 7.11 6.88 7.54
t  Fertilizer rates were based on 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, and 134 kg Kj,0 per 
hectare in 1992 and 179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg S per 
hectare in 1993 and 1994 at the 1.0x rate; the 0 rate did not receive fertilizer.
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Table 3.26. Effect of compost rate on selected soil parameters for the 0-15
cm depth.







33.6 6.54bc 0.1 Obc 137cd 99b 37.4b 2.93d
67.2 6.76ab 0.1 Obc 173c 101b 37.0b 3.33d
100.8 6.79ab 0.12ab 257b 141a 38.7bd 4.10c
134.4 6.81ab 0.12ab 318a 166a 34.8b 4.61b
168.0 7.04a 0.13a 322a ' 147a 32.3b 5.24a
P>F6 0.0007 0.002 0.0001 0.0001 0.009 0.0001
t  Nitrogen is total N; P, Mn, and Cu are extractable form; and K is
exchangeable form.
$ Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different 
at the 0.05 probability level based on Duncan’s multiple range test.
§ P>F  is probability calculated by analysis of variance.
juice Mn significantly correlated with soil pH (Fig. 3.10), which supports the 
decreases of sugar juice Mn as a  result of increase of soil pH. No correlations 
between plant tissue and sugar juice contents and soil contents were found for 
any other elements. These results indicate that most of the increased 
elemental concentrations for the soil did not reflect the amounts taken up by 
the sugarcane plant. The explanation for P may be that the extractable soil P 
for the control was enough for plant growth and the increased P was in excess 
of plant requirement. Similar to the Baldwin soil II, for Cu, it may be attributed 
to the treatments with different pH and organic matter contents resulting from 
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Figure 3.10. The correlation between pH and sujar juice Mn. The 
** is significant at P<0.01.
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3.S.3.5. Comparison between the experiments on the Baldwin soil II and 
Memphis soil
The application of com post linearly increased cane and sugar cane 
yields for the Baldwin soil II (Fig. 3.4 and 3.5), but not for the Memphis soil 
(Table 3.22 and 3.23). This result may indicate that the sugarcane production 
mainly affect by soil type and application method rather than com post rate. 
The increased organic matter following the com post application for the Baldwin 
soil II would greatly improve drainage and aeration and reduce the loss of N 
by denitrification. This may be the most important reason for the increased 
yields in the Baldwin soil II. For the Memphis soil, the effect of increased 
organic matter on drainage and aeration would be less than for the Baldwin soil 
II since the Memphis soil has less clay content than the Baldwin soil II (Table 
2.5 and 2.6). Also, the com post application method for the Memphis soil may 
result in more soluble N runoff than that for the Baldwin soil II. Specific effects 
of soil type and com post application method on sugarcane yield need to be 
determined by further studies.
3.4. Summary and Conclusions
3.4.1. Baldwin soil I
The compost application did not affect the elemental concentrations in 
plant tissue except Cu, which increased for the 11.2 Mg/ha com post treatment. 
But the increased level was much lower than the toxic level. The fertilizer 
addition significantly increased plant tissue N, K, Ca, and Mg, but had no effect 
on P and S. The increased plant tissue N concentrations were still lower than
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the sufficient level, but increased plant tissue K appears to be in excess of 
requirement for good plant growth. The plant tissue P concentrations were 
higher than the sufficient level. The concentrations of plant tissue S were close 
to the sufficient level.
The com post application increased sugar juice Mg, but had no effect on 
any other elemental concentrations. This result indicates that the com post 
application would not affect sugar juice quality. The fertilizer application 
decreased sugar juice P, S, and Zn, but it increased Ca and Mg.
There was an increasing trend for the yields following the com post 
application although the increases were not significant at P<0.05 level. The 
fertilizer addition increased cane and sugar yields. The fertilizer effect was 
greater for stubble cane than for plant cane. Analyses of correlations between 
yield and elemental concentration in plant tissue showed that the N was the 
only element that significantly related to the yields.
Based on these results, it is necessary to conduct further research using 
higher com post application rates to determine optimum application rate. For 
fertilizer application, higher N and lower K and P rates are recommended. This 
would reduce the cost of P and K fertilizer and avoid potential problems from 
P as  a  result of runoff of the excessive nutrient and contamination of surface 
water. Maintaining the current fertilizer rate would provide enough S for 
sufficient plant growth.
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3.4.2. Baldwin soil li
The application of com post increased plant tissue N and K, but 
decreased plant Mn, and had no effect on other elemental concentrations in 
plant tissue. The fertilizer addition significantly increased plant tissue N, Ca, 
Mg, Mn, and Cu, but decreased P, and had no effect on S, Fe, and Zn. The 
increased plant tissue K concentrations were in excess of the requirement for 
sugarcane growth. The increased plant tissue N concentrations were lower 
than the sufficient level. Despite plant tissue P decreased, it was higher than 
the sufficient level. The plant tissue S was close the sufficient level.
The sugar juice S increased, but Mn decreased following the com post 
application. The fertilizer application decreased sugar juice P and S, but 
increased Ca and Mg.
The com post application increased cane and sugar yields for the no 
fertilizer treatment, but not for the fertilizer treatment. The cane and sugar 
yields for the 134.4 Mg/ha or above com post treatments without fertilizer were 
not significantly different from the correspondent com post treatments with 
fertilizer.
Soil analyses showed that application of com post increased soil pH, 
organic C, total N, exchangeable K, and extractable P, Cu, Zn, Pb, and Cd, but 
decreased soil extractable Mn. The plant tissue N significantly correlated with 
soil total N. Also, a  significant correlation between plant tissue Mn and soil Mn 
was noted.
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These results suggest that N is a  limiting factor for plant growth and 
yields. Under the current fertility status of the soil, 134.4 Mg/ha com post would 
result in the sam e sugar production as  the 1x rate fertilizer (179 kg N, 101 kg 
P20 5, 134 kg Kj.0, and 27 kg S per hectare). The economic difference will be 
between the one time application of compost versus multiple fertilizer additions. 
Additionally, because of the high P and K in plant tissue, less K and P fertilizer 
are recommended. This will reduce the cost of fertilizer and avoid potential 
problems from P as  a  result of runoff of this excessive nutrient and 
contamination of surface water. For S fertilizer, the current rate is adequate for 
sugarcane growth.
The results also indicate compost application can increase soil organic 
matter, which should improve infiltration and aeration and reduce N losses as 
a  result of denitrification in poorly drained soils. Additionally, com post can be 
beneficial to plant growth by adding highly available K when soil K is low. Also, 
it is possible for com post application to increase plant P if the P level is low.
The analyses of heavy metals suggest that com post application would 
not lead to the accumulation of heavy metals within plant tissue and sugar 
juice. Although som e soil heavy metal concentrations increased as  the 
com post rates increased, their bioavailability was very low.
The predictive ability of DTPA-extractable trace metals in response of 
plant uptake is poor due to the effects of pH and organic matter. Therefore,
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it is necessary to find a  more suitable method to determine a  plant available 
trace metal index for com post amended soils or recalibrate the DTPA method.
3.4.3. M emphis soil
The application of com post increased plant tissue K, but decreased plant 
Mn, and had no effect on other elemental concentrations in plant tissue. The 
increased plant tissue K were excessive of that required K for sugarcane 
growth. The fertilizer addition significantly increased plant tissue N, but did not 
change the concentrations of other elements. The increased plant tissue N 
concentrations were still lower than the sufficient level.
For sugar juice, the com post application increased K, but it decreased 
Ca, Mg, and Mn. The fertilizer application decreased sugar juice P.
The com post application did not increase cane and sugar yields. But, 
the fertilizer addition increased cane and sugar yields.
Soil analyses showed that the compost application increased soil pH, 
organic C, total N, exchangeable K, and extractable P and Cu, but decreased 
extractable Mn. The plant tissue K significantly correlated with extractable soil 
K. Also, a  significant correlation was noted between soil pH and sugar juice 
Mn.
Based on these results, under current management practice in this field, 
com post application is not recommended for this soil. However, compost 
application can be beneficial to plant growth by adding highly available K when 
soil K is low. Also, it is possible for compost application to increase plant P if
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the P level is low. Because of high plant tissue P and K, less K and P fertilizer 
are recommended. This would reduce the cost of fertilizer and avoid potential 
problems from P as  a  result of runoff of this excessive nutrient and 
contamination of surface water.
The analyses of heavy metals suggest that com post application would 
not lead to an accumulation of heavy metals within plant tissue and sugar juice. 
Although soil Cu increased a s  the com post rates increased, its bioavailability 
was very low.
CHAPTER 4
LEACHABILITY OF ELEMENTS AND ACCUMULATION OF HEAVY 
METALS IN COMPOSTED MUNICIPAL WASTE AMENDED SOILS
4.1. Introduction
A major limitation to land application of sew age sludge, solid waste, and 
their com posts has been related to leaching of nutrients and heavy metals. 
This may result in ground water contamination and accumulation of heavy 
metals in soils (Chaney, 1973; Bockheim et al., 1988; Sawhney, 1994). Most 
leaching studies of nutrients have dealt with N03-N leaching in soils from 
sew age sludge additions (Brockway and Urie, 1983; Bockheim et al., 1988). 
Few studies have examined the effect of solid waste com post or municipal 
waste com post (including solid waste and sewage sludge) on the leaching of 
N 03-N. Dyer and Razvi (1987) conducted a  leaching experiment with plant 
growth columns containing varying proportions of solid waste compost. They 
found the N03-N concentrations of leachate for the 25% com post treatment 
were significantly higher than drinking water standards (10 mg/L; USEPA, 1994) 
for the first 75 cm of water applied. De Haan (1986) applied municipal waste 
com post to a sandy soil and a  clay soil and reported that the mean mineral N 
concentrations in the drainage water ranged from 20 to 60 mg/L.
Compared to N03-N, relatively little information about leaching of other 
nutrients and ions is available. Among the few studies, De Haan (1986) 
reported that the application of liquid sewage sludge at 22.5 Mg/ha to a  light 
sandy soil did not significantly increase the amount of P in the drainage water.
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However, the addition of air-dried sewage sludge in a  9:1 soil/sludge volume 
ratio to a  light sandy and a  heavy clay soil increased the mean P concentration 
of the drainage water from 0.42 to 0.74 mg P2OJL for the sandy soil and from 
0.58 to 3.07 mg P2OJL for the clay soil. Furrer and Stauffer (1986) and Kofoed 
and Klausen (1986) showed that the application of sew age sludge had no 
influence on the leachate P concentrations. Tabatabai and Chae (1991) 
investigated the rates of S mineralization and immobilization in soils treated with 
various organic matter materials using soil columns. They found that the rate 
of S 0 42- release was rapid initially, then followed by a  slow linear release. 
Furrer and Stauffer (1986) showed that the leaching of Cl was dependent on 
the amount of Cl in the sludge since the soils had a  very low Cl binding 
capacity.
Only a  few experiments on the direct leaching of heavy metals from 
municipal wastes or waste amended soils have been conducted. Emmerich et 
al. (1982) mixed sewage sludge into the top 15 cm of soil columns, which were 
leached with water for 25 mo. They found that essentially all the metals 
remained in the waste-soil layer. Bugbee et al. (1991) observed that leachates 
from plant growth soil mixed with sewage sludge contained extremely small 
concentrations of heavy metals. Sawhney et al. (1994) investigated the 
leaching of heavy metals in a  plant growth soil with municipal solid waste 
com post addition. They analyzed leachates at 2-wk intervals and found that 
the leaching of metals occurred at relatively high concentrations initially,
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followed by continued leaching at low concentrations. In all cases, the 
concentrations of Cd, Cr, Cu, Ni, Pb, and Zn in the leachates remained below 
drinking water standards.
Studies have shown the accumulation of heavy metals, usually in the top 
soil layers, following com post application (Wiliams et al., 1980; Hue et al., 1988; 
Giusquiani et al., 1995). The potential hazards of heavy metals tend to 
decrease with time (Leeper, 1972), because time allows metal ions to diffuse 
to the strongest sorptive sites. Time also leads to the aging of soil solids with 
smaller and more reactive phases redissolving to form larger and less reactive 
phases (Bohn et al., 1985).
A study was initiated to evaluate potential ground water contamination 
and heavy metal accumulation for four selected soils amended with com posted 
municipal waste. The objectives were to determine: 1) the leaching potential 
of nutrients, heavy metals, and other ions; and 2) the accumulation of heavy 
metals within the soils.
4.2. Materials and Method
4.2.1. Soil, compost, and experiment design
Four soils, a  Baldwin silty clay loam (fine, montmorillonitic, thermic, 
Vertic Ochraqualf), a  Commerce silt loam (fine-silty, mixed, nonacid, thermic, 
Aerie Fluvaquent), a  Memphis silt loam (fine-silty, mixed, thermic, Typic 
Hapludalf), and a  Sharkey silty clay loam (very fine, montmorillonitic, nonacid, 
thermic, Vertic Haplaquept), were selected for this study. Samples from the
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surface horizon (0-15 cm) of each soil were collected, air-dried, and ground to 
pass a  2-mm sieve. Compost was donated by Bedminster Bioconversion 
Corporation, which uses a  "three day turning drum process" that combines 2 
parts solid waste and 1 part sewage sludge. Four equivalent rates of com post 
were added (0, 56, 112, and 224 Mg/ha). The experimental design was a  
complete randomized block with three replications for two main factors, 
com post rate and soil, and a  split plot for sampling time.
4.2.2. Soil columns
The com post was mixed with the soils corresponding to the four 
com post rates. The soil-compost mixture was packed into 336 polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) columns (7.5 cm diameter) with a  3 cm gravel layer at bottom 
to obtain a  15 cm layer. The amount of the soils in each column was 1.65 kg. 
The amount of the compost was 11 g for the 56 Mg/ha com post treatment, 22 
g for the 112 Mg/ha com post treatment, and 44 g for the 224 Mg/ha compost 
treatment. Forty-eight of the soil columns were capped at the bottom and a 
drain hole was drilled to collect the leachate. These soil columns were placed 
on capped plastic bottles with an open hole in the caps. Plastic tubing was 
used to connected the drain hole in the columns with the open hole in the caps 
of the bottles. All soil columns were placed in a  greenhouse. Irrigation started 
on April 3,1993. The total amount of added distilled water for the columns with 
the Commerce and Memphis soils was 650 mL and for the columns with the
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Baldwin and Sharkey soils was 750 mL during the first 0.5 month. For all soil 
columns, the total amount of added distilled water was 300 mL during the 0.5 
to 1 month, 600 mL during the 1 to 2 months, and 600 mL during the 2 to 3 
months. The irrigations were repeated every 2 d during the first three months. 
Cumulative leachates during the first 0.5 month, 0.5 to 1 month, 1 to 2 months, 
and 2 to 3 months were collected. After the first three months, the distilled 
water was added to maintain the soil moisture and the amount of water added 
was determined by weighing the columns to estimate evaporation and leaching 
losses. The irrigations were repeated every 7 d during the last 9 months. The 
soil columns were collected at 0.5, 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, and 12 months for soil 
analyses.
4.2.3. Chemical analysis
The leachates were filtered through Whatman no. 42 filter paper. The 
concentrations of N 03-N, S 0 4-S, and Cl in the leachate were analyzed using an 
ion chromatograph (IC) and all other elemental concentrations using an 
inductively coupled plasma (ICP) spectrometry. Soil samples were air-dried 
and ground to pass a  2-mm sieve. The initial soil sam ples were analyzed for 
pHH20 (soil'.water 1:2), extractable P (Bray and Kurtz, 1945), NH4OAc 
exchangeable bases (Thomas, 1984), DTPA extractable heavy metals (Lindsay 
and Norvell, 1978), total S (Issac and Johnson, 1975), particle size distribution 
(Gee and Bauder, 1986), and water soluble cations and anions (USDA, 1954)
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(Table 4.1). Effective cation exchangeable capacity (ECEC) was calculated as 
the sum of the exchangeable bases (Thomas, 1982). The com post was 
analyzed for the sam e parameters as  the soils, plus total elemental analyses 
(Issac and Johnson, 1975) (USDA, 1954) (refer to Table 2.7). The soil 
sam ples from the collected columns were analyzed for DTPA extractable heavy 
metals (Lindsay and Norvell, 1978). The concentrations of the anions for the 
soil and com post sam ples were analyzed using the IC and all other elemental 
concentrations using the ICP except for organic C and total N, which were 
analyzed using C/N analyzer (CHN-O-RAPID, HERAEUS).
4.2.4. Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed by analysis of variance as a  complete randomized 
block design with two main factors, com post rate and soil, and a  split plot, 
sampling time, using SAS (SAS, 1985). The model for this analysis of variance 
can be described by:
Y = jU + B + C + S + C*S + B*C*S + T + C*T + S*T 
+ C*S*T + B*C*S*T 
where /u is grand mean, B is block, C is com post rate, S is soil type, and T is 
sampling time. The C, S, and C*S were tested using B*C*S as  a  error term 
and T, C*T, S*T, and C*S*T were tested using B*C*S*T as  a  error term. If 
significant differences were found for the main effects, Duncan’s multiple range 
tests were used for pairwise comparisons. If interactions were found to be
Table 4.1. Selected chemical and physical properties of the soils in the 0-15 cm depth (to be continued).
Property Baldwin Commerce Memphis Sharkey
pH 6.9 6.7 7.0 6.2
Organic C (%) 1.36 1.23 0.88 1.16
Total N (%) 0.14 0.12 0.10 0.13
Total S (mg/kg) 540 432 2 77 388
ECEC (cmol/kg) 23.3 11.7 7.32 22.8
Clay (%) 35 14 14 37
Silt (%) 61 65 82 46
Sand (%) 4 21 4 17
N03-(mg/kg) 1.09 15.6 1.50 1.12
S 0 42- (mg/kg) 17.4 22.1 17.5 14.5
Cl' (mg/kg) 14.3 11.5 13.8 10.1
Table 4.1. Continued.
Property Baldwin Commerce Memphis Sharkey
Ex.f WS* Ex. WS Ex. 
-------- m g/kg--------
WS Ex. WS
K 231 29.4 212 36.9 73.7 16.8 232 37.2
Na 27.2 19.6 13.3 12.0 6.43 6.22 12.7 10.7
Mg 570 13.7 302 8.32 62.0 5.13 686 21.1
Ca 3570 28.0 1715 20.7 1317 27.6 3287 24.2
P 350 7.11 547 6.37 34.2 1.12 255 3.80
Fe 62.2 36.6 62.5 13.3 9.53 5.31 65.9 33.3
Cu 1.41 0.25 1.70 0.14 0.50 0.06 2.53 0.14
Mn 9.45 0.32 28.7 0.64 15.0 0.82 26.0 0.94
Zn 1.47 0.19 4.13 0.12 0.28 0.07 1.52 0.23
Ni 0.77 0.11 1.67 0.10 0.17 < 0.10 1.90 0.11
Cd 0.05 <0.03 0.14 <0.03 0.03 <0.03 0.10 <0.03
Co 0.07 <0.08 0.10 <0.08 0.05 <0.08 0.14 <0.08
Pb 2.07 <0.43 2.17 <0.43 1.06 <0.43 1.35 <0.43
Cr <0.04 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04
As <0.32 <0.32 <0.32 <0.32 <0.32 <0.32 <0.32 <0.32
t  Ex. = NH4OAc exchangeable (K, Na, Mg, and Ca) and DTPA extractable (all others). 
t  WS = Water soluble.
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significant, least squares m eans tests were conducted for pairwise 
comparisons.
4.3. Results and Discussion
4.3.1. Leaching of N03-N, S 0 4-S, and Cl'
The cumulative N03-N concentrations in the leachates collected during 
the first 0.5 month increased about 3 times in the treatments with the 224 
Mg/ha com post compared to the control for all the soils (Fig. 4.1 and Table 
4.2). The highest N 03-N concentrations were 274 mg/L for the Commerce soil, 
222 mg/L for the Baldwin soil, 147 mg/L for the Memphis soil, and 133 mg/L 
for the Sharkey soil. However, the N03-N concentrations in the leachates 
collected at 1, 2, and 3 months had no changes as a  function of com post rate 
and, in most cases, they were below 10 mg/L, the primary drinking water 
standard for N 03-N (USEPA, 1994). Similar high N03-N concentrations in 
leachates were also observed by Sidle and Kardos (1979). They added 
anaerobically digested liquid sludge to a  mixed hardwood forest and reported 
that the N 03-N concentrations from percolate sam ples at 15 cm reached a  
maximum of 290 mg/L for the 27.0 Mg/ha rate and 194 mg/L for the 13.5 Mg/ha 
rate.
Maximum N 03-N in the groundwater was regressed against the amount 
of N applied in sludge using a  second-order polynomial equation by Bockheim 
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Figure 4.1. Effect of compost rate, sampling time, and soil on N 03-N. 
The 0, 56, 112, and 224 are Mg/ha compost rates. Standard error of 
the mean for the points at 0.5 month ranged from 11.2 to 48.5 mg/L.




no3-N so 4-s Cl
Bt C M S B C M S B C M S
Mg/ha ........ ■ny/u.................
0 70.1 b t 96.3c 41.1c 36.4ab 31.8c 40.6c 29.4d 47.2d 32.8c 36.5c 51.8d 30.5d
56 113.0b 158.0b 91.3b 104.0ab 70.1 be 142.0b 73.9c 137.0c 224.0b 319.0b 265.0c 537.0c
112 92.4b 151.0b 96.5b 73.0abc 102.0b 166.0b 167.0b 358.0b 276.0b 360.0b 397.0b 896.0b
224 222.0a 274.0a 147.0a 133.0a 343.0a 522.0a 261.0a 507.0a 841.0a 935.0a 581.0a 1152.0a
t  B, C, M, and S are the Baldwin, Commerce, Memphis, and Sharkey soils, respectively.
$ Numbers within a column with same letter are not significantly different at the P<0.05 based on least squares means test.
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without exceeding the 10 mg/L drinking water standard for ground water (>5.2 
m water table). In our study, 800 kg/ha N corresponded to 72.7 Mg/ha 
compost. Since the N03-N concentrations for the 56 Mg/ha com post rate were 
not significantly different from the 112 Mg/ha com post rate (1232 kg/ha N) for 
all the soils (Fig. 4.1 and Table 4.2), the N03-N concentrations in the leachate 
for the 72.7 Mg/ha com post rate should not significantly different from the 112 
Mg/ha com post rate. Thus, up to 112 Mg/ha com post application to the soils 
should not contaminate the ground water based on our study and Bockheim 
et al. (1988) results. Additionally, the recommendation by Bockheim et al. 
(1988) was based on N 03-N leaching experiments in forest soils and N 03-N 
values from the surface of the ground water table. Forest soils are usually 
endowed with macropores such as decayed root channels, macro-invertebrate 
passageways, and small animal burrows, which are important for water and 
solutes through the soil profile (Sidle and Kardos, 1979). Agricultural soils have 
less macropores than forest soils and, thus, leachate is less likely or slower to 
reach the ground water. Also, soil water N 03-N may be reduced by 
denitrification or diluted in the saturated zone (Brochmay and Urie, 1983; 
Bockheim et al., 1988). Therefore, our recommendation of 112 Mg/ha or less 
should be save with regard to ground water contamination with N03-N. Higher 
com post rates may contaminate ground water in soils with shallow water table 
during the first rainfall after the compost application. This would be a  greater 
potential in the soils without growing plants to take up the N.
Data in Fig. 4.2 and Table 4.2 show that the S 0 4-S concentrations for the 
leachates of all the soils significantly increased as  the com post rates increased 
at 0.5 month, which was probably due to the low C/S ratio (103) of the 
compost. This is supported by Barrow (1960) and Tabatabai and Chae (1991), 
who demonstrated that S 0 4-S was released from organic materials when the 
C/S ratio was <200 and was immobilized when the ratio was >400. The S 0 4-S 
concentrations decreased rapidly during the first month, then decreased slowly 
during the next tow months (Fig. 4.2). The S 0 4-S levels in the leachates during 
the first 0.5 month were higher than the secondary drinking water standard (250 
mg/L; USEPA, 1994) for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment of the Baldwin, 
Commence, and Memphis soils, and the 112 and 224 Mg/ha compost 
treatments of the Sharkey soil. These increased S 0 4-S concentrations suggest 
that S 0 4-S may contaminate shallow ground water shortly after high rates of 
compost application.
The application of com post also significantly increased the Cl' 
concentrations of the leachates for all the soils (Fig. 4.3 and Table 4.2). The 
significant increases of Cl' were observed at 2 weeks, but not at 1, 2, and 3 
months. The cumulative concentrations of Cl' during the 0.5 month were higher 
than 250 mg/L, which is the secondary drinking water standard for Cl' (USEPA, 
1994), for all the compost treatments of the Commerce, Memphis, and Sharkey 
soils and for 112 and 224 Mg/ha treatments of the Baldwin soil. Chlorides are 
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Figure 4.2. Effect of compost r a te , sampling time, and soil on SO4-S. 
The 0, 56, 112, and 224 are Mg/ha compost rates. Standard error of 
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Figure 4.3. Effect of compost rate, sampling time, and soil on Cl’ in leachate.
The 0, 56,112, and 224 are Mg/ha compost rates. Sandard error of the
mean for the points at 0.5 month ranged from 2.89 to176 mg/L.
171
by biological processes (Sawyer and McCarty, 1978). Thus, the high 
concentration of Cl' for the leachate could increase the Cl' of the ground water.
4.3.2. Leaching of P, K, Na, Ca, and Mg
The com post application significantly increased the P during the first 0.5 
month for the Sharkey soil, but did not significantly affect the Baldwin, 
Commerce, and Memphis soils (Fig. 4.4). The higher P in the leachate for the 
Sharkey soil than for the other soils may be due to the irrigation which led to 
lower Eh value for the Sharkey soil than for the other soils since the Sharkey 
soil has higher clay content (Table 4.1). As a  result of the decreased Eh, the 
soluble P added from the com post application was less likely to form Fe3+-P 
com pounds for the Sharkey soil than for the other soils. However, the 
concentrations of P in the leachates collected at 1, 2, and 3 months were below 
the ICP detection limit (0.12 mg/L). There is not a  drinking water standard for 
P. But since P is essential for the growth of algae in lakes and reservoirs, P is 
usually the factor that controls the algae bloom. The critical level of inorganic 
P for water is about 0.005 mg/L under summer growing conditions (Sawyer and 
McCarty, 1978). Thus, the possible runoff of P from com post am ended soils 
is more important than the potential leaching of P. This is even more likely 
since P does not leach rapidly within soil profiles as inorganic P, but is more 
likely to leach as  organic P, the dominant form in the com post (difference 
between extractable and total in Table 2.7). Thus, leaching may occur only 
when most of the P in the compost is mineralized.
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Figure 4.4. Effect of compost and soil on leachate P during the 
first 0.5 month. The B, C, M, and S are the Baldwin, Commerce, 
Memphis, and Sharkey soils, respectively. The * and NS are 
significant at P<0.05 and not significant, respectively.
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The K (Fig. 4.5) and Na (Fig. 4.6) concentrations in the leachates also 
increased with increasing com post rates. The increases of K and Na from the 
224 Mg/ha com post treatment during the first 2 weeks for the Commerce and 
Memphis soils were significantly higher than those for the Baldwin and Sharkey 
soils (Table 4.3). These results are due to the coarser texture and lower ECEC 
of the Commerce and Memphis soils (Table4.1). Generally, the concentrations 
of K in the leachates decreased rapidly during the first month, then decreased 
slowly with time. The Na concentrations in the leachates decreased greatly 
during the first month, then remained at low levels during the next two months. 
There are no drinking water standards for K and Na. But a  Na concentration 
of 20 mg/L or higher (USEPA, 1994) is potential health hazard for people with 
high blood pressure or hypertension.
The com post application increased the Mg (Fig. 4.7) and Ca (Fig. 4.8) 
levels in the leachates due to high exchangeable Mg (430 mg/kg) and Ca (2443 
mg/kg) from the compost. There was a  rapid release of Ca and Mg during the 
first month, followed by a  slower release. The Ca and Mg concentrations of the 
leachates for the 224 Mg/ha compost treatment of the Memphis soil were 
significantly lower than those for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatments of the 
other soils at 0.5 month (Table 4.3). This is due to the much lower initial 
exchangeable Ca and Mg in the Memphis soil (Table 4.1). Since most Ca and 
Mg in the leachates are likely to be adsorbed within subsoil, the Ca and Mg 
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the points at 0.5 month ranged from 1.23 to 250 mg/L.
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Table 4.3. Comparison of K, Na, Ca, and Mg concentrations between soils for 
the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment in the leachate collected at 0.5 month.
Soil K Na Ca Mg
Baldwin 51.7bf 445b
-  m g/L-------------------
674b 198.0b
Commerce 114.0a 1171a 799a 264.0a
Memphis 88.3a 1000a 483c 74.3c
Sharkey 52.3b 510b 839a 281.0a
t  Numbers within a  column with the sam e letter are not significantly different 
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Figure 4.7. Effect of compost rate, time, and soil on Mg in leachate.
The 0, 56, 112, and 224 are Mg/ha compost rates. Standard error
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, and 224 are Mg/ha compost rates. Standard error
r the points at 0.5 month ranged from 1.51 to 139 mg/L.
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and Mg only affect water hardness and hard water is as  satisfactory for human 
consumption as soft water (Sawyer and McCarty, 1978).
4.3.3. Leaching of heavy metals
The Zn concentrations of the leachates for the 224 Mg/ha com post 
treatments significantly (P<0.05) increased from 0.04 mg/L for the control to 0.1 
mg/L of the Baldwin soil, 0.04 to 0.08 mg/L of the Commerce soil, and 0.04 to 
0.08 mg/L of the Memphis soil during the first 2 weeks. But the leachate Zn 
concentrations for most sam ples of the Sharkey soil were below the ICP 
detection limit (<0.005 mg/L). The low Zn concentrations for the Sharkey soil 
may be due to the high clay content and ECEC, which adsorbed the added 
soluble Zn through ion exchange and chemisorption reactions (McBride, 1989). 
The concentrations of Zn for samples collected at 1, 2, and 3 month were 
below the ICP detection limit for all the soils. The secondary drinking water 
standard for Zn is 5 mg/L (USEPA, 1994). Thus, com post application would 
not increase groundwater Zn concentration to toxic level.
The leachate Cu content increased as  the com post rates increased for 
all the soils (Fig. 4.9). The increased Cu concentrations for all rates were much 
lower than the secondary drinking water standards (1 mg/L; USEPA, 1994). 
Generally, the leachate Cu concentrations for the Baldwin and Memphis soils 
decreased during the first month, especially the high rate treatments. There was 
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Figure 4.9. Effect of ocmpost rate, time, and soil on Cu in leachate. 
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concentrations and subsequently low concentrations of heavy metals have 
been observed for composted sewage sludge in plant containers (Sawhney et 
al., 1992). The initial high Cu concentrations may be attributed to the leaching 
of water soluble and organically chelated Cu from the added com post 
(Giusquiani et al., 1992). The Cu levels of the Commerce soil decreased 
generally with time for the 112 and 224 Mg/ha com post treatments. But there 
were no trends to describe the Cu concentration changes with time for the 
Sharkey soil.
Data in Figure 4.10 show the compost application significantly increased 
leachate Mn for the Baldwin, Commerce, and Sharkey soils, but not for the 
Memphis soil. The increased Mn was much higher for the Sharkey soil than for 
the other soils. This may result from the lowest initial soil pH (Table 4.1) for the 
Sharkey soil compared to the other soils. The solubility of Mn and most other 
metals increases as pH decreases (Kabata-Pendias and Pendias, 1992). Also, 
because the Sharkey soil has higher clay content than the other soils, it is more 
likely to have lower Eh value than other soils following the irrigation. The 
solubility of Mn in the Sharkey soil would increase as  Mn4+ was reduced to 
Mn2+. The Mn concentrations for most samples collected at 1, 2, and 3 months 
were below the ICP detection limits (<0.002 mg/L). The secondary drinking 
water standard for Mn is 0.05 mg/L. Although the Mn concentrations in the 
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Figure 4.10. Effect of compost and soil on leachate Mn during the first 
0.5 month. The B, C, M, and S are the Baldwin, Commerce, Memphis, 
and Sharkey soils, respectively. The * and NS are significant at P<0.05 
and not significant, respectively.
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get into ground water since Mn could be rapidly converted to less soluble form 
and absorbed by subsoil.
The leachate Fe concentrations for all the soils had no significant 
changes following the com post addition. They ranged from 0.02 to 0.05 mg/kg 
for the Baldwin soil, 0.03 to 0.05 mg/kg for the Commerce soil, 0.01 to 0.03 
mg/kg for the Memphis soil, and 0.02 to 0.04 mg/kg for the Sharkey soil as a  
function of com post rate. All the values were much lower than 0.3 mg/L, the 
secondary drinking water standard (USEPA, 1994). The leachate 
concentrations of Cd, Pb, Cr, and As for each sampling time were below the 
ICP detection limits (Cd<0.005, Pb<0.09, Cr<0.008, and As<0.06 mg/L).
4.3.4. Accum ulation of heavy m etals
The com post application significantly increased the soil extractable Zn 
for all the soils (Fig. 4.11). This is attributed to the compost that contained 36.6 
mg/kg extractable Zn. Generally, the extractable Zn concentrations decreased 
with time (Fig. 4.12). The decrease of Zn may be due to readily available forms 
gradually changing to unavailable or immobile forms (Leeper, 1972). Also, the 
com post with a  pH 7.3 would increase the soil pH and the solubility of Zn 
would subsequently decrease (Lindsay, 1979).
Extractable Ni decreases were observed for the Commerce and Sharkey 
soils. However, there were no significant changes for the Baldwin and 
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Figure 4.11. Effect of compost rate and soil on extractable soil 
(a) Zn, (b) Ni, and (c) Pb. The B, C, M, and S are the Baldwin, 
Commerce, Memphis, and Sharkey soils, respectively. The *
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Figure 4.12. Effect of soil and time on extractable soil (a) Zn, (b) 
Ni, and (c) Pb. The B, C, M, and S are the Baldwin, Commerce, 
Memphis, and Sharkey soils, respectively. The * and NS are 
significant at P<0.05 and not significant, respectively.
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following the com post application. The extractable Ni slowly decreased during 
the first two months, then there were only small changes during the next ten 
months for the Baldwin, Commerce, and Sharkey soils (Fig. 4.12). However, 
no significant changes of extractable Ni with time was noted for the Memphis 
soil.
Extractable Pb increased with increasing com post application rate for the 
Commerce, Memphis, and Sharkey soils, while extractable Pb did not 
significantly chang for the Baldwin soil (Fig. 4.11). Although the extractable Pb 
significantly changed with time for the Baldwin, Commerce, and Sharkey soils, 
there were no significant trends to describe these changes (Fig. 4.12). For the 
Memphis soil, there was no significant change of extractable Pb with time.
Extractable Cu increased for all the soils resulting from the com post 
addition (Fig. 4.13). There were significant changes of extractable Cu with time 
for the 224 Mg/ha compost treatment of the Baldwin and Memphis soils, 56, 
112, and 224 Mg/ha com post treatments of the Commerce soil, and 112 and 
224 Mg/ha com post treatments of the Sharkey soil (Fig. 4.13). Generally, the 
extractable Cu increased during the first month, but decreased during the next 
month for all soils. After two months, the extractable Cu generally remained 
constant throughout the last 10 months with one exception. The Cu 
concentration for the 224 Mg/ha com post treatment of the Sharkey soil greatly 
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months. The increases of extractable Cu during the first month may be due to 
the added soluble organic molecules from the compost addition. These 
molecules can increase solubility of soil-Cu by complexing soil-Cu (Clapp et al., 
1986). Like the extractable Zn, the decreases of the extractable Cu after the 
first month may result from readily available forms gradually changing to 
unavailable or immobile forms and the increase of soil pH. Leaching of Cu 
may also attribute to the decrease of Cu.
The decreased Mn concentrations for the Baldwin, Commerce, and 
Sharkey soils were observed following the com post application (Fig. 4.14). The 
decreases of soil Mn may be caused by the increased soil pH because Mn is 
converted to less soluble forms at higher pH values (Sims, 1986). The 
extractable Mn significantly changed with time for all compost rates and soils 
The extractable Mn rapidly decreased during the first two months, then had 
small changes for the Baldwin, Commerce, and Memphis soils, but continued 
to decrease for the Sharkey soil. The decreased Mn with time may be due to 
readily available forms gradually changing to unavailable or immobile forms 
(Leeper, 1972). The leaching of soluble Mn after the compost application may 
also contributed to the decreased extractable soil Mn, especially for the 
Sharkey soil.
Data in Figure 4.15 show that extractable Fe increased for the Memphis 
and Sharkey soils, had little change for the Baldwin soil, but decreased for the 
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Figure 4.14. Effect of compost rate, time, and soil on extractable soil Mn.
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Figure 4.15. Effect of compost rate, time, and soil on extractable soil Fe.
The 0, 56, 112, and 224 are Mg/ha compost. The * and NS are significant
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com post amended soils depends upon soil type. The extractable Fe for the 
Commerce and Memphis soils showed decreasing patterns during the first two 
months, then had little variation during the next ten months. There were no 
significant trends for the Baldwin and Sharkey soils.
4.4. Summary and Conclusions
The compost application increased leachate N03-N, S 0 4-S, Cl', P, K, Na, 
Mg, and Ca concentrations. In most cases, the increased levels were higher 
than the primary or secondary drinking water standards only during the first two 
weeks following com post addition. The compost application also increased Zn, 
Cu, and Mn in the leachate. The increased Cu and Zn concentrations were 
below the drinking water standards. But for Mn, the increased Mn was higher 
than the secondary drinking water standard during the first 2 weeks following 
the com post application. The Mn will probably not get into the groundwater 
because of its rapid conversion to less soluble forms and being adsorbed on 
soil exchange sites.
Based on the increased levels and the effect on human health of all the 
elements, N03-N appears to be the limiting factor for the land application of the 
compost. A 112 Mg/ha (1232 kg/ha N) or lower rate of the compost application 
should not lead to ground water contamination. But, it is necessary to conduct 
further research to determine the maximum com post loading rate that will not 
result in ground water contamination.
The com post application increased soil extractable Zn, Cu, and Pb, but 
decreased Mn and Ni. The extractable Fe concentration depended on soil 
type. Generally, the soil extractable metal concentrations decreased rapidly 
during the first two months after com post application, then had little change or 
decreased slowly with time. These results suggest that the accumulation of 
heavy metals may occur, but the hazards of heavy metals would decrease with 
time for most short term com post applications. Further study is necessary to 
address the fate of heavy metals for soils with long term and multiple com post 
applications. Also, studies need to determine heavy metal availability long after 
single com post application. Since heavy metal availability may increase with 




The continuous increases of waste materials and decreases of disposal 
sites have led to a  growing interest to study the possibilities of land application 
of the waste materials. Sewage sludge, solid waste, and their com post can be 
important a s  a  renewable resource in helping to improve soil fertility and 
provide a  number of plant nutrients. But their application may also result in the 
accumulation of heavy metals within soils and leaching of nutrients and heavy 
metals into ground water. Thus, in order to understand the fate of added 
nutrients and heavy metals from the waste material application, the objectives 
of this study were to investigate: 1) the effect of com posted municipal waste 
and fertilizer on soil chemical properties; 2) the effect of com posted municipal 
waste and fertilizer on sugarcane elemental uptake and yield; and 3) 
leachability of elements from composted municipal waste am ended soils.
Three field studies were conducted to determine the effects of 
com posted municipal waste and fertilizer on soil chemical properties and 
sugarcane elemental uptake and yield on two soils, a  Baldwin silty clay loam 
and a  Memphis silt loam. Results demonstrated that the application of high 
rates (>33.6 Mg/ha) of com post increased soil nutrients, organic matter and 
pH. However, low rates (<22.4 Mg/ha) com post addition had little effect on 
soil chemical properties. The studies also showed that heavy metals increased 
following com post application, but the increased levels were far below toxic
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levels. In addition, the solubility of the increased metals decreased with time. 
According to the loading rates of Zn, Cu, Cd, and Pb specified by Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) (1994), if 134.4 Mg/ha com post is 
applied every four years and there is no removal of heavy metals by cropping, 
the limiting of com post addition is 71 years for Cu, 77 years for Zn, 88 years 
for Cd, and 606 years for Pb for the Baldwin soil. Like the Baldwin soil, Cu is 
the limiting factor for the Memphis soil. Based on the assum ptions described 
above, com post application can continue for 35 years for the Memphis soil.
It was found that com post application was beneficial for sugarcane 
growth. Results showed that compost application increased plant tissue N and 
K for the Baldwin soil with high compost rates and K for the Memphis soil. But, 
because of high P in the initial soils, the increased soil P from the com post 
application had no effect on plant tissue P. Fertilizer addition increased plant 
tissue N for all studies. Although som e heavy metals (Cu, Zn, Cd, and Pb) 
increased for the compost amended soil, no accumulation of heavy metal was 
found within the plant tissue except for one case, the plant tissue Cu was 
significantly higher for the 11.2 Mg/ha com post treatment than for the control 
for the Baldwin soil. But this increased Cu concentration is much lower than 
the toxic level. Despite this exception, the result suggests that the standard 
DTPA method for extractable trace metals does not have a  predictive ability for 
sugarcane plant uptake of metals from compost amended soils.
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Sugar juice analyses showed that com post application increased K, but 
Ca and Mg declined for the Memphis soil. Generally, P and S in the sugar 
juice decreased due to fertilizer addition. There was no heavy metal 
accumulation in the sugar juice for any of the studies. This fact indicates that 
com post application is not detrimental to sugarcane quality.
The application of 134.4 Mg/ha or higher com post produced plant cane 
and sugar yields equivalent to those obtained by applying the recommended 
amounts of inorganic fertilizer (179 kg N, 101 kg P20 5, 134 kg I^O, and 27 kg 
S per hectare) for the Baldwin soil, but had no significant effect on cane and 
sugar yields for the Memphis soil. Fertilizer addition increased plant cane and 
sugar yields for all studies. The correlation analysis demonstrated that 
increased plant cane and sugar yields were related to N. Therefore, it is 
believed that the increased plant cane and sugar yields following the com post 
application for the Baldwin soil is a  result of the increase of soil N. Also, since 
the Baldwin soil is poorly drained, the increased soil organic matter after the 
com post application would improve the infiltration and aeration of this soil. As 
a  consequence, the efficiency of nutrients, especially for N, would be increased. 
Based on all results, the 134.4 Mg/ha com post rate is recommended to replace 
fertilizer for the Baldwin soil. If no com post application is applied, current N 
fertilizer (179 kg N/ha) for plant cane and stubble cane and S fertilizer (27 kg 
S/ha) for stubble cane are recommended. Less K (<134 kg KgO/ha) and P 
fertilizer (<101 kg P20 5) are recommended. For the Memphis soil, under
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current soil fertility status, com post application is not recommended because 
the com post application did not increase sugarcane yields. But, compost 
application is recommended when K and P concentrations of this soil are low. 
The sam e fertilizer rate as the Baldwin soil is recommended for the Memphis 
soil. Leaching experiments using soil columns showed that the compost 
application increased nutrients and heavy metals in the leachates. Most 
increased levels of nutrients were higher than the primary or secondary drinking 
water standards, but only during the first 2 weeks after com post addition. The 
increased heavy metals were all below the drinking water standards except Mn, 
which was higher than the secondary drinking water standard during the first 
two weeks. Based on the increased levels and the effect on human health of 
all tested elements, N 03-N appears to be the limiting factor for land application 
of the compost. It was found that 112 Mg/ha (1232 kg/ha N) or lower rate of 
the com post application should not lead to ground water contamination.
Further study needs to be conducted to find the maximum compost 
application rate that will not result in ground water contamination. Although the 
DTPA method has becom e the standard index of bioavailable trace metals, the 
soil testing results using the method for com post am ended soil are not suitable. 
Monitoring soil solution ion activity may improve predicting bioavailability of 
trace metals for com post am ended soils.
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